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Abstract

Proverbs represent the beliefs and values of human cultures, the study of which can provide
profound insights into concepts and daily experiences of language users. In this regard, cognitive
semantics constitutes an effective framework to study linguistic meaning and uncover speakers'
conceptualization of the world. In this study, we analyzed Azeri Turkish proverbs based on
conceptual metaphor and image schemas theories. First, 470 Azeri proverbs were collected from
the Turkish Azeri Proverbs book, and then they were checked by interviewing senior Azeri
speakers. The proverbs were initially analyzed by looking for conceptual metaphors and source
domain concepts and then the second time they were searched for image schemas. The findings
showed that the source domain ANIMAL is the most frequent conceptual domain and the least
frequent domain is related to the PATH and HEAT-COLD source domains. Also, the most
frequent domain in image schemas was CONTAINMENT image schema and the least frequent
one was the BALANCE image schema. In conclusion, findings suggest that the ANIMAL
source domain as well as the CONTAINMENT image schema are the most prominent
conceptual domains that have been frequently used in Azeri proverbs and have shaped the daily
experience of Azeri speakers.
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