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Abstract

Since transitivity is a crucial and applied concept in language and discourse, its analysis can
provide answers to many questions in child language studies. Transitivity in semantic-discoursal
approach of Hopper and Thompson theory involves a number of components, only one of which
is the presence of an object of the verb. The other components are the punctuality and telicity of
the verb, the agency of the participant, and the affectedness of the object. To this end, 100
declarative clauses from 4 children around 3 were analyzed. We analyzed different parameters
of Hopper and Thompson theory in Persian child language to see if there are any differences
in identified parameters between child and adult language. Properties of the prototypical
transitivity and its occurrence in Persian child language were also studied. The data analysis
method was descriptive-analytic. The results showed all components of Hopper and Thompson
theory have morphosyntactic and semantic manifestations in Persian child language. Features
such as participants, kinesis, volitionality and affectedness of the object have higher frequency in
child language than that of the adults which result in higher transitivity of clauses in child
language. All ten parameters identified in this theory are present in the prototypical transitive
clauses in Persian child language. The prototype of a transitive construction in child language
involves an animate being (perhaps the child itself) acting on an animate object.
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1) The new bakery on the 4th street makes excellent bagels.
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2) The first attempt failed.
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3) Some one opened the door.
4) The door opened.
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1. effectiveness
2. participants
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5) I hugged sally.
6) | liked sally.
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1. kinesis
2. aspect
3. telic
4, atelic
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9) I ate it up.
10) I am eating it.
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13) | wrote your name.
14) forgot your name.
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1. punctuality
2. volitionality
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19) George startled me.
20) The Picture Startled me.

1. affirmation
2. mode
3. agency
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23) | drank up the milk.
24) | drank some of the milk.
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1. affectedness of object
2. individuation of object
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27) Fritz drank the beer.
28) Fritz drank some beer.
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31) I bumped in to Charles.
32) | bumped in to the tables.
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1. Predicate
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