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Abstract

Background and Aim: The socio-cognitive theory introduced in information science by
Horland and Alberchtsen. The socio-cognitive view turns the traditional cognitive program
upside down. The socio-cognitive theory emphasizes on different cultural and social struc-
tures of users. Hence, the aim of the article is to explain the role of socio - cognitive theory in
information retrieval (IR).

Methods: The role of the socio - cognitive theory in information retrieval was determined by
reviewing of relevant literature and identifying its concepts. The current research methodolo-
gy is descriptive, analytical and theoretical. The research paradigm is qualitative.

Results: The results revealed that the socio - cognitive theory can affect information retrieval
(IR), information behavior and relevancy. The socio - cognitive helps classification of a par-
ticular topic in information retrieval. It can change athesaurus to ontology. Also, it can con-
tribute to non-linguistic factors in understanding the meaning in ontologies and it can affect
information-seeking behavior as a mediating factors.

Conclusion. The result of this study shows that we can not only examine issues related to
information retrieval, relevancy and information behavior through the traditional cognitive
views. We have to sure that all the cultures and social factors are examined in our studies
about IR.

Keywords: Socio — Cognitive, Theory, Information Retrieval, Ontologies, Relevancy
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