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Morphophysiologycal evaluation of Bermuda grass under salicylic acid treatment
in water deficit conditions
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ABSTRACT

Salicylic acid can improve plant stress tolerance by changing physiological and morphological characteristics of
plants. This experiment was conducted in order to investigate morphophysiologycal responses of Bermuda grass
(Cynodon dactylon (L.) Pers.) to water deficit stress and salicylic acid application in Research greenhouses of
horticultural science department at the University of Zanjan in 2015. Three soil available water levels (40, 70 and
100%) and salicylic acid (0, 1 and 2 millimolar) were applied in a factorial experiment based on completely
randomized design with four replications. Results showed that water deficit (40 % available water) reduced leaves
relative water content and shoot growth whereas, root growth, root to shoot ratio, leaves antioxidant capacity,
electrolyte leakage, proline, total phenol and chlorophyll content increased with decreasing soil available water.
Salicylic acid application ameliorate adverse effects of water deficit in bermuda grass by increasing leaves
antioxidant capacity, proline, and chlorophyll content as well as reducing electrolyte leakage and this effect was more
pronounced in concentration of 2 mM.
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1. Theta Probe (Spectrum, TDR 100, USA)
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Table 1. Variance analysis of the effects of water deficit stress and salicylic acid on the traits measured for bermuda grass

Root  Shoot Root to
Source of Variation df dry dry  shoot
weight weight ratio

Electrolyte
leakage

Total Relative
chlorophyll  water
content  content

Proline Antioxidant  Total
content  capacity phenol

water deficit stress
Salicylic acid

Experimental error

24779 0.9977 301.48" 7.947 336.43" 0.00024
470327 0159 114577 8227 14232  0.0026™
17.57" 0.013™ 2748 047 3.72”  0.00001
5.88 0.023 10.66  0.19 0.90 0.000002

2 19.67" 83.41" 0.105
2 16.44™ 11.48™ 0.010™
water deficit stressx Salicylic acid 4 1.12™ 3.69" 0.002™
27 083 146 0.001

£3

ok

Coefficient of Variation (%) - 981 486 9.30

4.6 7.08 540 10.25 4.76 3.39

*** ns: Non significant, Significant at 5 and 1%, Respectively.
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Figure 1. Effect of different levels of irrigation and salicylic acid on root dry weight of bermudagrass. Values
followed by the same letters were not significantly different at 5% level (DMRT).
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Figure 2. Interaction between water deficit stress and salicylic acid on shoot dry weight of bermudagrass. Values
followed by the same letters were not significantly different at 5% level (DMRT).
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Figure 5. Effect of different levels of irrigation and salicylic acid on root to shoot ratio of bermudagrass. Values
followed by the same letters were not significantly different at 5% level (DMRT).
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Figure 4. Interaction between water deficit stress and salicylic acid on electrolyte leakage of bermudagrass. Values
followed by the same letters were not significantly different at 5% level (DMRT).
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Figure 5. Effect of different levels of irrigation and salicylic acid on total chlorophyll content of bermudagrass.
Values followed by the same letters were not significantly different at 5% level (DMRT).
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Figure 6. Interaction between water deficit stress and salicylic acid on relative water content of bermudagrass. Values
followed by the same letters were not significantly different at 5% level (DMRT).
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Figure 7. Interaction between water deficit stress and salicylic acid on proline content of bermudagrass. Values
followed by the same letters were not significantly different at 5% level (DMRT).
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Figure 8. Interaction between water deficit stress and salicylic acid on antioxidant capacity of bermudagrass. Values
followed by the same letters were not significantly different at 5% level (DMRT).
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Figure 9. Interaction between water deficit stress and salicylic acid on total phenol of bermudagrass. Values followed
by the same letters were not significantly different at 5% level (DMRT).
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