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This article revolves around Kierkegaard's arguments about love. Kierkegaard
is a pioneer existentialism and one of the main theologians of the 19th century.
Love is one of the fundamental concepts of Kierkegaard's thinking, as he
dedicated one of his significant books entitled Works of Love (1847) to this
concept. In this book, Kierkegaard has created a constellation of concepts related
to love and has proposed a new interpretation of the Christian love. Then, he
designs new concepts through separating divine love from erotic love. In modern
times, love is considered a category of emotions and feelings, but for
Kierkegaard it has different connotations. For him, love is a philosophical,
existential and fundamental concept. He considers Christian love to be the only
true love and believes that in the holy scripture, true love has found meaning in
relation to God. In this article, we are going to outline Kierkegaard's opinions
about divine love and love for the other and delineate the relationship between
the two, while criticizing and evaluating them.
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Extended Abstract

According to Soren Kierkegaard, questioning the meaning of life leads us to question from God.
Kierkegaard believes that a person who is faced with the question of the meaning of life and
the meaning of the world will find the answers by igniting love and faith in his being. Therefore,
the interpretation of love and its relationship with Christianity is directly related to the meaning
of life in Kierkegaard's thought system.

Why does Kierkegaard talk about love? What does think about love mean? Why does
Kierkegaard recognize love as the only phenomenon that is valuable in life? Is it advisable to
love in his thought system? Kierkegaard quotes this saying from Matthew's Gospel and
emphasizes it: "you shall love your neighbor as yourself* (Matthew, 3, 22). Kierkegaard
presents a new interpretation of Christian love. In his Works of Love, he deals with the concept
of Christian love and prefers this love over its old rivals, physical love and philia love.

According to Kierkegaard, what pure and spiritual love gives us is immortality. This kind of
love is the divine love, because it is free from all selfishness. It is the only love that is for the
sake of love. Kierkegaard introduces the soul of a true lover as a person who is faithful,
steadfast, humble, patient, long-suffering, forgiving, selfless, content, alert, aspiring and happy,
and considers selflessness as the best characteristic of true love. It is love that can keep people
hopeful and standing at the height of despair, and that truth is faith and unconditional love for
God (Kierkegaard, 1962, 94).

From an existential point of view, the three noble values of freedom, creativity and love
cannot be achieved without suffering and anxiety, but Kierkegaard, despite the fact that
suffering is inevitable in human life, expresses the way to get rid of it by surrendering to divine
love and freeing oneself from the demands of worldly belongings. From this point of view, it is
the divine love that brings joy and happiness. Kierkegaard knows that the desire for beauty and
desire for the perfection of its beauty comes from the only essence and that is God who can
bring man to its limits with divine and pure love. Such love is the source of everything; since
this worldview transforms our understanding of everything and allows us to undergo
fundamental changes. This love should be nurtured like a seed planted in the soul and heart of
man. Therefore, the cultivation of the soul with a noble heart and submissive to divine duties is
possible for Kierkegaard.

There are three fundamental principles in Kierkegaard's concept of divine love: 1. The
immutability of the beloved, that is, God; 2. Forgiving and not to judge the beloved; 3. Not to
expect anything from the beloved. In other words, every action is done only for the true beloved,
that is, God. Kierkegaard, therefore, considers selflessness to be the best characteristic of true
love.

For Kierkegaard, the ethics of love has two main parts, which is firstly love for God and then
love for the Other. The most important thing for God is to love him unconditionally, and even
our love for the other is important because love itself is manifested in creation, and love for
another comes from the essence of divine love. The important point in this discussion for
Kierkegaard is that loving another should be independent of any selfish expectations because
love does not expect the neighbor to change before we love him, but the whole idea is to see
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him as he is. In other words, love should be infinite and not limited to expectations and objects
like others.

For Kierkegaard, the ethics of love also has two main parts, first is the love for God and then
the love for the others. The most important thing for God is to love him unconditionally, and
even our love for others is important because love itself is manifested in creation, and love for
another comes from the essence of divine love.

One of the most important problems of Kierkegaard's view about agape was that if a lover
finds himself in a situation where he sees a conflict between the love of God and the love of his
fellow man, he inevitably has to choose one, and whichever he chooses, he has prioritized it,
and this by default means that Agape love is conflicted. Of course, according to Kierkegaard,
the contradiction in love, religion and such categories helps us in understanding our self (faith).

The results of this research, according to Kierkegaard's point of view, show:

1. Kierkegaard believes that faith is based on passionate commitment to God, which is
impossible to understand by reason; 2. According to Kierkegaard, love and faith help each other
in the evolution of a person; 3. The basis of this concept is considering faith as unreasonable
and love as a duty in Kierkegaard's thought. Finally, according to Kierkegaard, it is the
responsibility of a lover that shows the extent of his love.
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