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Article type: Culture is one of the great themes of Bloch and Dawkins’ philosophy. They use
Research Article ideas of materialism and processtual evolutionism with reduction approach to

explain the cultural realm. These common aspects make a comparative/
synthetic study of their philosophy of culture- based on components “Ideas”
and “Memes”- possible. The claims of this article are: 1) Bloch's processtual
ontology is a proper metaphysics for Dawkins' genetics and theory of culture;
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Bloch’s ontology is formulated based on the paradigm of "Dialectical Materialism" and his metaphysical
approach is based on the paradigm of "Open-ended Processualism". Dawkins also utilizes the concept
of "Materialism” in his ontology and the concept of "Dynamic Evolutionism"” in his metaphysical
approach. On the other hand, the formulation of the theory of culture in the thought structure of these
two thinkers is carried out from the perspective of "Reductionism", that leads to the discovery and
explanation of the components of this field. These components are the "Ideas/Ideals" in Bloch’s
philosophy of culture and the "Memes" in Dawkins’ philosophy of culture. These identical approaches
and perspectives provide a possibility of the comparative study between these two thinkers.

Bloch’s Metaphysics

Bloch attempts to create a dynamic and open-ended metaphysics. He was to find the basis for a dynamic
materialism in which the interaction between the human and the natural, grounded in want, propelled
the historical process forward. He distinguishes the "static" metaphysics of the past from his own "open"
metaphysics; whereas the former merely registers the fixed categories of a closed system, the latter is
the fluid and experimental approach to a changing, open-ended process. On the other hand, Bloch is at
pains to stress the materialist basis of his philosophy; he maintains that "Matter", the substance of the
universe, is to be understood as an active category: Matter is, in nature and humanity, capable of
movement and development. Therefore, Bloch wishes to distance himself from any closed teleological
usage of philosophical categories which would envisage humanity terms of a fixed future inevitably
growing out of inexorable historical trends, also: "Ontological Utopianism".

Social structures and culture in Bloch's philosophy

Using the Marxist distinction between substructure and superstructure, Bloch argues that a cultural
superstructure does emerge in the work process. He wishes to designate this superstructure as a place, a
"Topos", to suggest the idea of an area or arena which, to an extent, has its own parameters and
dynamics. The contents of this "Topos" have their existence in a distinct site. In this site, transformations
of material occur, but with a complexity and diversity indicative of the complications of the underlying
social field; this "Topos" is an infinitely renewable and vital resource. Bloch also describes this process
as the production of "cultural surplus” or "ideological surplus”. The historical context structures the
relationship between Ideology and its surplus.

Bloch’s cultural philosophy and Utopianism

A glance at Bloch's texts reveal the sheer amount of space he devotes to cultural analysis and culture is
one of the great themes of his work. He sought to combine cultural analysis with another important and
abiding theme, social structures, in an anatomy of the utopia impulse. The cultural realm sensitively
registers the complex contradictions of social life, and that analysis of this sphere can provide genuine
and profound insight into the fundamental dynamics of society and history. Ultimately all these analyses
are informed by his underlying utopian project: that the meaning of cultural history lies in the future.
On the other hand, Bloch argued that must not succumb to economistic interpretation. He asserts that
any sensitive account of the cultural production of humanity has to recognise that cultural shift shows a
creative, reflecting consciousness that demonstrates manifold ways of transformation. In short,
Economics by itself cannot explain cultural history, also: "Cultural Utopianism".

Dawkins' Genetics

According to Dawkins' genetics, every gene in a gene pool strives to compete with the other genes and
that is "Natural Selection”. On this more modern "gene's eye view", evolution is all driven by the
competition between genes. This new viewpoint provided a much more powerful understanding of
evolution and has come to be known as "Selfish-gene theory".The term "selfish" here means that the
genes act only for themselves; their only interest is their own replication; all they want is to be passed
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on to the next generation.This type of "Natural Selection” is the explanation for most of what is
interesting and remarkable about life. On the other hand, there is also a similar meme-based natural
selection: it is too simple to imagine a Darwinian struggle between the two mems- the components of
cultural realm- and always one of them is much more successful.

Dawkins' Memetics and Determinism

Genes are the selfish replicators that drive the evolution of the biological world here on earth; but
Dawkins believes there is a more fundamental principle at work.There is another replicator: a unit of
imitation. Mems can catch on and propagate themselves around the world by jumping from brain to
brain. All of mems are spread by one person coping another. Mems are stored in human brains, books
and inventions and passed on by imitation. Mems travel longitudinally and horizontally to perform a
gene-like role in a realistically Darwinian selection process. Mems, like genes, are selected against the
background of other mems in the meme pool.

Mems spread for their own benefit, independently of any benefit to the genes. The human life is
permeated through and through with mems and their consequences, therefore: Mems are autonomous
and selfish elements, working only to get themselves copied. Humans, because of their powers of
imitation, have become just the physical "hosts" needed for the memes to get around. This is how the
world looks from a "Meme's eye view", namely: "Cultural Determinism".

Phenotype in Dawkins' view

The phenotype in every generation is based on genotype and with "Extended Phenotype" the phenotype
of genes become normally parts of living bodies. Here what passes to the next generation is a set of
instructions for making environment, also: Bloch's "Social Structures”, or Dawkins' "vehicles". Here
Dawkins introduced the important distinction between "replicator” and their "vehicles". A replicator is
anything of which copies are made. A vehicle is the entity that interacts with environment; vehicles
carry the replicators around inside them and protect them.

Bloch’s Utopianism vs. Dawkins' Determinism

Considering these general points, this essay aims to state that:

1. Combining four different approaches in the intellectual system of Bloch and Dawkins- namely
Bloch’s ontology, Dawkins’ genetics, Bloch’s cultural theory, and Dawkins’ cultural theory- with
the help of two concepts of "Extended Phenotype™ and "Praxis", provides a formal and reasonable
attitude for the explanation of nature/culture interaction.

2. Bloch and Dawkins consider the realm of thought/culture to have relative independence, and from
this perspective, they provide the foundations for a kind of philosophy of culture that is somewhat
independent of humans.

3. Bloch and Dawkins’ theory of culture in form of several complementary and corrective concepts,
including Ideals/Memes and Praxis/Extended phenotype, have the potentiality of integration and
descriptive reinterpretation.

4. By distinguishing the concept of "position™ into two concepts of "origin™ and "residence™ for
Ideas/Ideals and Memes, and basing on the Marxist concepts of "substructure” and
"superstructure”, we can both provide a more convincing and clearer form for the Bloch and
Dawkins’ theory of culture, and better discover and understand the process of formation of
phenomena such as "social class" and "alienation"- as two examples for the perspective of this
inquiry.

5. The philosophical importance of this comparative approach in ontology and anthropology of
Bloch and Dawkins is that: between the two paradigms of Utopianism and Determinism,
biological determinism is much more reasonable than social utopianism; cultural realm is a semi-
dependent phenomenon from human; life, history and culture are in the predominance of genes
and memes.
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