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Extended Abstract

In "Truth by Analysis: Games, Names, and Philosophy," Colin McGinn endeavors to revitalize
the traditional approach to conceptual analysis. He asserts that defining a concept necessitates
specifying necessary and sufficient conditions for its application, claiming the possibility of
performing this task. In pursuit of this goal, McGinn critiques opposing viewpoints, including
that of Wittgenstein. In the second chapter, "Definition and Family Resemblance”, He aims to
show that, despite Wittgenstein's notion of concepts applying through family resemblance,
every concept, including ‘game’, can be defined. So he explores various ways for defining
'‘game’.

McGinn contends that Wittgenstein's argument against the analysis of 'game’ hinges on the
assertion that there is no commonality among all games. Consequently, he strives to identify
this common feature. This paper contends that McGinn's efforts fall short, examining each
definition and revealing their inability to provide necessary and sufficient conditions for being
a game.

McGinn initially attempts to define 'game’ by employing the very concept of family
resemblance. He claims that the necessary and sufficient condition for something to be
considered a game is having a family resemblance to things called "games" (McGinn, 2011,
18).

The crucial objection to this definition lies in the argument that family resemblance is not a
genuine property; instead, it represents various properties that lack a common foundation.
Possessing this property entails having the property of pvgvrvVv... Thus, if X solely
possesses the property of p, and Y possesses the property of g, they both exhibit this property,
yet X and Y share no commonalities.

McGinn proposes an alternative approach to analyze game by defining it through play
activity, or rule-governed play activity (McGinn, 2011, 17- 19).

However, since every game is also a play, there is not a common feature in all plays too; so
play itself is a family resemblance concept, rendering this analysis ineffective in identifying a
common feature for all games.

McGinn then explores an alternative method of defining a game by incorporating the concept
of probability. He posits, " x is a game iff x is more likely to have such features as competition,
amusement, and winning and losing, than other types of human activity” (McGinn, 2011, 20-
21).

However, this definition fails to offer sufficient conditions for being a game. Numerous
activities, such as business endeavors being competitive or movies providing amusement, are
more likely to possess these properties.

In the quest for a definition of 'game’, what satisfies McGinn is a definition by Bernard
Suits. Suits defines game in contrast with work. He posits that in work we want to achieve more
results by less time and effort, while in games, adherence to the rules prohibits pursuing the
goal outside them. So he distinguishes two kind of goal: lusory and prelusory, defining playing
a game as attempting "to achieve a specific state of affairs [prelusory goal], using only means
permitted by rules [lusory means], where the rules prohibit use of more efficient in favor of less
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efficient means [constitutive rules], and where the rules are accepted just because they make
possible such activity [lusory attitude]” (Suits, 2005, 54-55). McGinn summarize this as
"playing a game is the voluntary attempt to overcome unnecessary obstacles™ (McGinn, 2011,
24).

However, it appears that the primary basis of Suits definition, the distinction between lusory
and prelusory goal, is flawed. If someone does not aim to play a game, there is no goal; if they
aim to play, they also pursue other goals, such as enjoying the game or engaging in a
competition, achievable just through the rules (obstacles) that constitute the game.

Nevertheless, we can present several counterexamples to this definition. In fact, it is neither
necessary nor sufficient for something to be considered a game. A counterexample to its
sufficiency, as Tim Button mentions, can be mountain climbing (Button, 2013, 579).
Swimming, strolling, or participation in an exam, can also serve as additional examples. In all
these activities, achieving the end through easier means is possible, and the obstacles are
designed to maintain their inherent nature; yet they do not qualify as games. As
counterexamples to its necessity, we can refer to plain games such as swinging or doll play,
where there is no goal attainable through unnecessary obstacles.

So we can conclude that all of McGinn's attempts to define a game fall short. He does his
best by introducing Suits' definition that, as we have seen, fails to provide necessary and
sufficient conditions for being a game.

McGinn, at the same time, views family resemblance as a theory explaining how concepts
refer to their extensions and protest against it, claiming it is neither necessary nor sufficient
condition for being a game. Some games such as "cops and robbers" do not look much like
paradigm games, and many activities that seem like games do not qualify as games (McGinn,
2011, 27- 28).

But Wittgenstein does not propose family resemblance as a sufficient condition for a
concept's application. It is clearly false to assume this kind of similarity is adequate for sharing
the same names. Wittgenstein's point is negative; he denies a set of features by which games can
be distinguished from everything else, but he doesn't propose a new way to establish such a
distinction. He does not aim to develop a theory explaining how a concept refers to its extensions.
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