Using Semantic Networks
in Retrieving Poems

Sudabeh Nozari

IranianJournalef

PhD in Knowledge and Information Science; InfFormation
Assistant Professor; National Library and Archives of |.R of Iran Proccssinq &
nozari.sudabeh@gmail.com mnnnqemcnt

Abstract: Semantic relationship among existing concepts in a text can
be a solution for better and more precise representation of its content
in addition to common indexing methods. Semantic networks are a
pace in this way. In this research, we have attempted to extract the
concepts related to the Allusions (Talmihat) in Hafez’s sonnets from six
most frequently cited commentaries. The implied and literal meanings
are extracted and separated; subsequently, they are categorized in
order to create connection among and to draw their semantic
networks. This effort improves retrieval in Hafez's poetry based on
audience needs. Quantitative and qualitative content analysis is
employed here. Quantitative content analysis is used to determine the
frequency of concepts. Qualitative content analysis is employed to
obtain the meanings of verses and to determine the implied and verbal
meanings, and explore relationship among concepts. Both have
served to draw a semantic network. The concepts and their
relationship between them were identified and two semantic networks
were drawn. With this contrivance, the distance and proximity of the
main node (Hafez) and from each other, and also the number of
poems belonging to concept were determined. Thus, tangible
understanding of allusions in the poems of Hafez becomes possible
and systematic and, to some extent hierarchical relationship among
them can be visualized. Facilitating retrieval is the most important
using the semantic networks. Searching in these networks users can
1) find the poems they need; 2) view the position of the subject
throughout networks; and 3) distinguish relationship among subjects in
respect with other diagnoses.
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