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Figl. Arabesque motif. Faramarz mourns death of his father and
his uncle, Zavareh.Baysonqori Shahnameh, 1429. Source: Mas-
terpieces of Persian Painting, 2005: 44.
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Fig2. Living Rocks.The Khagan and Kamous observe the Irani-

ans.Shah Tahmasb ‘s Shahnameh,1540. Source: Masterpieces of
Persian Painting, 2005: 282.
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Fig3.Ascension of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH).Haft-Orange
Jami, 1559.Source: Azhand, 2005: 218.
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Fig4. Rostam slays Arzhang. Shah Tahmasb ‘s Shahnameh,1540.
Source: Masterpieces of Persian Painting, 2005: 257.
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Fig7.Yusof enters Zoleikha’s Banquet.
Panj Ganj, 1521.Source: Masterpieces
of Persian Painting, 2005: 112.

2005: 311.
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Fig6. Sam visits Zall who is in the Phoenix’s
nest. Shahnameh of Shah Ismail Il, 1576.
Source: Masterpieces of Persian Painting,
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Fig5. Esfandiyar battles the Dragon.

Shahnameh of Shah Ismail Il, 1576.

Source: Masterpieces of Persian Painting,
2005: 309.
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Fig8.The Lion kills Shanzaba.Kalila va Dimna, 1429. Source:
Azhand, 2008: 156.
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Fig10. The Fire Trail of Siyavash.Shah Tahmasb’s Shahnameh,
1540. Source: Masterpieces of Persian Painting, 2005: 261.
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Fig9. Leili and Majnon at school, 1495. Source: Conferences
collected essays Kamal-al-Din Behzad.2007:508.

rolis cp g (il g SB ol ol galis ol polis
Carl plls paie Sl (ol W52 Ngdise Dguiee ud
Canb > ol polie lais 4 g 00,8 Laas 1y (i 8l @l g
g3 ald oy 4 olpl (655 BT 0 Kgd e wdlis
Ll > oS e (ol ladisS @ ol polie ol cpled

D9 e 0Ll gl 35k slaogle Jd> 4 5T 5 O 4,
Sl @lidyy e g by pole Sl (St T
Ao o1l rej g9y » 3edyg las 5] casle S
Ored b g Lo)lS )3 &8 sl (S5 g e Jrew 5 S
ot 48 51 51 gl jges 8,055 Lilo 09,0, 4 pogie
oS Gl (Ve ppad) 39300 5l (AUS (0 9 Sb pasets Jolo
o g A oo o 1) Ll 5 Conl yuolis BALS oS 5 g S8
o ] el o Sb Gls ja a3l i oXgw o
5> 4 o3l g LIS o (Blo 1 g il o JleS 4 ]y sadl
43018 5 b o Sicl g oli5,) JalS5 g5 oS 4 g bl
Ol 65K )3 [YVY IVVE GLL] S e gye oS S0
@ g g0 o 395 ol slien b la )b a5 ol (ooles sl
2 aSla 298 o0 00l 95 4 9,8 sladlad S5 lon
Oy & oo Alla 168 0 o)L oles Sl (o i
SIS 5 il aSaled g o wb s el slaaled
Sl g Ceslsd 5l ooles (3] &S 1z 500 Cgucme 0l

WWW.SID.Ir

YY/19


www.SID.ir

Y¥/18

2499
WA i /piiin Jlo / w23jg o Lo A Sl g Solese b (imo}y ;‘ﬁ)’é gl ele dollal

_ _ 6 5 4o

€oyglansh )5l slod 4 () 6550 g pia (wlidoloj She g Jgol gj> gy Olrl o BT 5 il pales b (o550l
guxe Gl )5 5 a5 dmsles gl g CuBMS dinoj g £9d90 @Blg 53 9 adled (B9 Bhes Jr 93 (lgie 4 Comdary
dylge (B0 g Al Cuwd b (ooled 4 cdliBee sl She cuSy L g b sl Shg 0 BlLEI L (9)lse 0 s il
2l gy o Sladly 4 oS wladl cuwd odled oot 4y 215l S gl b aodin Gygo 4y p 8 bud odlw ik b s G
oo Sl T laie pin o sl «clBglies  olod 4y opdled o slal (5,55 e sl 039 Jgeno (pdled yolic eyl jl
Solayaxgi i 5 )8 ool 5)50 i 1 e g 00d gll (o3le Glaz 4 S35 e Shg by Capb jl wade basles glgil )l
o 4 (g )bly e 0)93 ym 5,155 g 03,0 wal3 1) 363 selgd g o )05 4y doy B b 3 Gl 655 e pgat ol
al;l8 o cyoled jolie Sl ookl 4y Slje o (Sim ool slopiie 55U g BLSalofis 390 5 slailsiiy b s pupad
aSL 40395 Jitme Cygo 4 lpl (6,5, slaoyed 5l Soya j0 poled polie 54,8 Beud 45T cuily led Olg o BNy (6 pgual
lgizeo 5 Cygo pd Ladled 5 aslo yids JolST dalis <5 )55 (goloie (slroygd 10 lei o dS Lno pl 4 01> eSS (g9 yiias
Bl 503 e Baios sl (Slegdge g Eedge Lilgi e &S Dy

Lewigicn

ol )) 5> oMo o g adgd cdlyd )3 Jpe s pS90 (198 oS il 3 izls ol (eloyle BT 4y 503 52 )

Aniela Jaffe .Y

MY o g pas dlgw (o3l QLS & 29 £o, Y

Ernest Herzfiled .¥

als po oyl )3 39 g0 030l yyguad lnl STyl ¢ gl dlsye SIS L aglgo )" 1 ol siine € wlids o g (5,5 hloi? dllio 1 « Sudgily opg,D .0
0,55 Gras Jilow ST sy 3 95,15 o IS5 (320 50 5290 Slsl ] gllgiiy b ol cpgd Ay 3 3,5 o 18 Com 350 g2 90 Sl o g
i oselu i Cou g nl 3 )% (e Gl e drs 4 gl plax 35 Sl (S 5 Culyy BT IS g i gl g55e 4 25 L
DAUAYAY (o yons] "9 0 Lasipo 03 Conlad 4y 5 Cand Sopetio 51 365 )3 dog zud 4 |yl &S sl

DA o im Bylaallo plor QLS @ 045 95y &

ool 785 Bl glaial, (el yn (i) ol (65,055 50 poled polis gy lgis Cod il o pe )l i)l Al & ity adlls (gl
Do axslpe 4l as ol o (sl yin 0uSisly o) s Aomellie S Bl 0yglie g pide yloeiaS’

2P 5 € dtugl Slge JS Kigoho g 5yg085 (9> G0 )3 390 (silome (g dllie ) ojled (oMol yin delikiadyd &y iy adlllas (gl A
D9 dsxl e € LS

o)l 5 sl glgl S o 5 o8 € pe (I b lao > porie 45 sl sl 2 €y 5 353 (slefly cilye L sasll Arabesque A
(SU =L ooyl Elgl p casl Joiio paj ©pre slaglj 3 albye ofly o 08y )1 4 (Ml g uilin g Slols slayin jlesd 4BS ply &
3509 load pled K0Sy (o o b g gblite wa L)) yob 4 &S ol g (gjlste g 05 bolas g foanli ob 5 5 25 5 Sy g aBle bS8 (S
2 oS wlasl glalBlas glapl g onds (gjlo i Ol.:ﬁ.)’l 9 bl o (Buy polai & &5es] da Oi pll s g Gdagl5 slagaine,S ¢ bastiwly awiin
s obiel O 2 g dir a5 08 5 Siz g csoslsl 25 5 25 3] oo (s)lo (S psbyS — o Elgil arbl g el ool (g (slacl;
[V D AYAS g pme

Cross .\«

Living Rock .\

Angel .\Y

Eleanor G.Sims .\Y

Perless Images: Persian painting and its sources .\ ¥

Dragon .\o

Nimbus .\%

L. Henderson .\Y


www.SID.ir

299
}}éL VE-50/ ul))‘ Ls)f)li; 2 v:)lo.: ).\oLJ- w)ﬁ/\\‘“‘buw) /M JL»/ PNSSTY D)lo.ai)

o515 L Slgizes (T L a5 25yl 00 w08 (glaliasg o dsows ) ablei o e (Ban & sy sl ) sl (135S 457 ol Jrows o Job (5l Jra? VA
0139050 (63939 (5o3] w65y 5| sl S s Aibogyyo by Jeows () ygSde g | s Jd ialed olidgd 15 g 395 0 oBTag5 a3 3
@9 diow Glyie @ (BN sl 0k 5 b Jeons (n iy 298 ol gl a9 Gle A S g @ g9 S o sl (Sen S
529 S owdles gy yalladl; g cunl I glasles o St jlosin lpl ©lasl g pin 53 )15 3929 Jle dom )3 Loy g, 9 29y el g lon
LIV IWAY (S ] sl (B0 lawgs i

Cypress .\

Plan-tree .Y+

Bayar .Y\

F¥N Lo L B ylrallo plo» QLS ) 594 g4y Y

(oo opsie anb polic g i (dosil oo gl CVla) (LT 9 2k (ST ) Canls AYAY. 0k uo + QIS 4 09 £92 st adlllas (gl VY
e GlSin b ol

&lio Cow i

i laSm 8 s e dgudio = w958 9 1l (651K ciSo AYAY (Ggin sJJjT .

b S8 s s Sle 005K Cao AYAY Lgin ‘JJ}"T .

Y 0ylos clioyit ddys doliliad s ()51 ot (6,555 AYAY Ll glislael o

) yuolro yit 13 o oMl ! o y0 o 4i5)) 5 locSiw o wlis glos o jo STl o 5148 059 NYVA s < 2]l col @
i laSm 8 s oyl e .(QYLHA 4&94.790) wob alo

L)“’?)‘” : u‘).ee L)‘"‘J[“‘LJLJ ;o),faw/\Y‘VV Ml.anyl c)yJA.CLo.w‘ o

wslles 1 o100 g digd S L et o5 digd SAYOS .l &pua ool ygi50 @

o 9 05+ OIS wigpel Uil jl oll (31 NYAY g LS o

i lenSin 8 s i (Yo degazo) o Db . oMl ] ili dilsls (clo 455,  NYVA Ldee ¢ SIS @
cR 0 1 RS R dgramne 1 o &g Mg (g0lo AYAY L o> ) s> @

Olg o8y 1 g ipgs s NF/AA s Lsees dolic) AYVY ST e dusas o

OlRe polee (sl i 8590 1 ol ad NYAY. 1l (6,5 oo Kals o

bt s i wliddilis g ool NYAY oo ¢yl yonss @

Sliyd s led gl doule s L it (glooled jamo Kin 8 NYVA L o > S @

o e ,8 s les AYAS e p Ul LS isles &Y e dcgee @

gyt Old (p)lee Ulalng) (cound slojin jpan Kind WAL cus «Bgpme g fagp ((ljye @

olre Ko y8 it g oliag Ayt Gy g G e 0 bolad (o) Koy 8 AYAY o < Jla o

polre K )8t lyad s 8 lodl jo boyly liwly o publo] (Kin )6 AYFA L jaxs oo o a5l @

ot ol adllabe dgemme Ll le fow g Gl ATAY gliwsS (SSgy @

v¥/17


www.SID.ir

Yo/16

2499
WAL o) [piin Jlo | w3555 o)leud A il el 9 G)lare yo cmody ;‘ﬁ)’é hRghoole dolidal

Reference list

* Aghdashlou, A. (2005). Negargari-e Qadim, Negargari-e Jadid [Old Persian Painting, Modern Persian Painting]. Herfe:Honarmand
(Art Quarterly Magazine).Vol.2, N0.11, spring 2005. 102:113. Tehran: Nazar Press.

* Azhand, Y. (2005). Maktab-e Negargari-e Tabriz & Qazvin-Mashhad [ The Tabriz School of Persian Painting & Qazvin-Mashhad
School].Tehran: Iran’s Academy of Arts Publication.

* Azhand, Y. (2008). Maktab-e Negargari-e Harat| The Heart School of Persian Painting]. Tehran: Iran’s Academy of Arts Publica-
tion.

* Basil, G. (1977). Persian Painting. London: Macmillan.

» Bakhtoortash, N. (1977). Gardooneye Khoorshid ya Gardooneye Mehr [The Circle of the Sun or The Circle of Mehr].Tehran:
Attaie Publication.

* Bayar, J.P. (1997). La Symbolique du Feu[The Symbolism of Fire]. Translated to Farsi by Sattari, J. Tehran: Markaz Publication.
 Burckhardt, T. (1986). Art of Islam: Language and meaning. Translated to Farsi by Rajab nia, M. Tehran: Soroush Press.

» Cooper, J.C. (2000). An Illustrated Encyclopedia of Traditional Symbols. Translated to Farsi by Karbasian, M. Tehran: Farshad
Publication.

» Dehkhoda, A.A. (1999). Loghat Nameh [Dehkhoda Dictionary Encyclopedia] (Vol.8, 9,14) . Tehran: University of Tehran
Publication.

* Dondis, A.D. (2005). A Primer of Visual Literacy. Translated to Farsi by Sepehr, M. Tehran: Soroush Press.

» Esmailpour, A. (1998). Ostoreh: Bayane Namadin [Myths: the Symbolic Expression]. Tehran: Soroush Press.

* Hall, J. (2004). Illustrated Dictionary of Symbols in Eastern and Western Art. Translated to Farsi by Behzadi,R. Tehran: Farhang-e
Moaser Publication.

¢ International Seminar Commemorating Kamal-al-din Behzad. (2007). Conferences collected essays Kamal-al-din Behzad. Con-
ducted by Iran’s Academy of Arts. Tehran: Iran’s Academy of Arts Publication.

* Jung, C.G. (1998). Man and his Symbols. Translated to Farsi by Soltanieh,M. Tehran: Jami Publication.

* Marzban, P. & Marouf, H. (2001). Farhang-e mosavar-e Honarhay Tajasomi [An Illustrated Dictionary of Visual Arts]. Tehran:
Soroush Press.

» Okasha, S. (2001). Fan-o-Tasvir-al-Eslami [Islamic Painting]. Translated from Arabic to Farsi by Tahami, GH.R. Tehran: Visual
Aurts Department Press.

» Pakbaz, R. (2002). Dayerat-ol-marefe Honar [ Art Encyclopedia]. Tehran: Farhang-e Moaser Publication.

 Pakbaz, R. (2004). Naghashi-e Iran az dirbaz ta emroz [Persian Painting from past to now]. Tehran: Zarrin & Simin Publication.

» Richard, F. (2004). Splendeurs Persanes : manuscripts du Xllle au XVlle siécle [Persian manuscripts from 12 to 17 centuries,
National Library of France]. Translated from French to Farsi by Rohbakhshan, A. Tehran: Ministry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance.

* Sattari, J. (1993). Madkhali bar Ramzshenasi Erfani [Introduction of Mystic Symbolism]. Tehran: Markaz Publication.

* Sims. E. (2002). Peerless Images: Persian painting and its sources. New Haven: yale University press.

 Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art. (2005). Masterpieces of Persian Painting. Tehran: Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art
Publication.

* Yahaghi, M.J. (1990). Farhang-e Asatir va Dastanvareha dar Adabiat Farsi [An Encyclopedia of Myths and Fables in Persian Lit-
erature]. Tehran: Farhang-e Moaser Publication.

o Zeymaran, M. (2003). Daramadi bar Neshaneshenasi Honar [Introduction of Semiology of Art]. Tehran: Qesse publication.


www.SID.ir

00
\ol.8/No.19/Winter 2011/Symbolic Elements in Persian Painting/15-26 }}CL
)

Symbolic Elements in Persian Painting

Asghar Kafshchian Moghadam*
Maryam Yahaghi**

Abstract

Developments in the Persian painting enjoy a relative continuity and progression despite historic interruptions and the
influence of foreign cultures, and many visual and thematic commonalities are observed in the works of different ages of
the Persian painting. Symbolism as one of the tools of visual expression and a representation of concepts has brought many
works of the Persian panting together both in terms of form and concept. Therefore, a survey-on the symbolic elements and
semiotics in the Persian painting is considerable with regards to the status of the symbols.and the method of their application
in various eras. Evaluation of the various symbolic elements through their categorization into geometrical, composed and
natural symbols has prepared the ground for a better and more accurate process of studying the function of the elements,
the symbolic setting and symbolism in general in the Persian paintings. The symbolic elements as representations of exalted
and remote concepts and have evident and remarkable manifestations which have often maintained their connections with
tangible reality. The Persian artist has exposed symbolic paintings with different functions, sometimes through a completely
immaterial and abstract method, sometimes inspired by the reality, sometimes by exaggerating the actual characteristics and
sometimes by composing different characteristics, which have facilitated the bounds and relations with intangible concepts
and meanings in the picture setting by means of symbolic composition. In fact, the Persian painter in various eras uses the
valuable background of Persian poem and literature as well as deep concepts of Iranian Wisdom and Islamic Mysticism,
not to represent the tangible nature but to express the symbolic significance. Therefore, innovation and application of the
symbolic elements in the visual language of the Persian painting in various eras have gone through a complementary process
in terms of form and content.

Keywords
Symbolic Elements, Geometrical Symbols, Composed Symbols, Natural Symbols Persian Painting.
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