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A comparative study on the role of pattern and experience-based concepts in
architectural space’

Mehrdad Soltani™
Seyed Amir Mansouri™™*
Ahmad Ali Farzin™™*
Abstract

Today, the word “pattern” has a wide application in Persian and each academic discipline has presented their own
interpretation of it based on their specific requirements. The general meaning of pattern is synonymous to words like
“example” and “model”. However, the truth is that the meanings of “pattern” as well as the meanings of its synonyms
.are more precise and profound than the general meaning of the word

The exact meaning of the word “pattern” and the concepts related to it are particularly important in architecture. This
is because creating the desired quality in the architectural space — which is an important missions of all architects
and researchers in this field — requires taking into consideration the concepts and methods which are based on human
experience and the achievements that have been inherited from the previous generation. Therefore, the current article
tries to study the meaning of pattern in comparison to its related concepts — whichat times share certain similarities — and
.distinguish its role as compared to other concepts in the area of architecture

:Hypothesis

Among concepts which are based on prior experience and presuppositions of mankind, only pattern can be used as a
generative tool to present an authentic and non-repetitive representation of the qualities of life within the framework of
architectural space. Other concepts in the same connection are either a recycled notion that existed in the past or lack the
capability to create any form of space. Also, certain similar coneepts are manifested in extra-material fields not in the
.architectural space

To prove the above hypothesis, the researchers have first tried to present a definition of pattern. This definition which
is based on other articles by the researchers portrays pattern as an abstract and general issue and not a material and
individual concept. Accordingly, pattern is responsible for creating order and building connections between the elements
of the architecture space, just like computer software. « This is meant to satisfy the basic needs of human kind.  This
definition is based on a holistic and systematic attitude toward the issue of architecture and believes that patterns are
.nothing but the result of human experience and is a tool to produce the form and space for architecture

Next, the definitions that have been provided by different scholars in the field of architecture about issues relating to
the concept of pattern are presented.. Then, the relation between those definitions is brought into the spotlight.  These
concepts include:  Sophia Perennis, Schema, Archetype, Generic Solution, Typology, Paradigm, Prototype, Model and
.Symbol

A study over the above concepts and their comparison to the concept of pattern clearly shows that there are strong
similarities between pattern and different other concepts in the architecture space. However, as explained before, it is
only the pattern which can present the ideas of the previous generation through various artistic assets and without reliance
:on the experience of the previous generation. This is because

Unlike symbol, pattern is not.a complete and flawless product in a way that the subsequent products would be like it in
appearance and at the level of surface. Rather, pattern is like a precise software which is certain to produce different
.products if the conditions in the environment change

Just like model, pattern is not used only to interpret realities and make them understandable. Rather, apart from these,
.pattern generates realities

The products of pattern can be recognized and used in the architectural space. This is while the manifestations of concepts
like Paradigm, Schema and Archetype can be recognized in extra-material fields including the domain of thoughts,
.traditions, rituals and behaviors of mankind. In fact, they provide the ground for the formation of architectural patterns
Species and the knowledge of knowing species are the only way to categorize and better understand the realities of
the environment and can only be used to interpret and understand patterns.  Nevertheless, knowing species lacks the
.capability to be used in turning concepts into representations and realities like patter

.Key words: Pattern, application of patterns, architectural format, interpretations of pattern

* This article was inspired by my PhD dissertation titled “Meaning, Pattern and Appropriateness in Architectural Space” which is being
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"Phd candidate of Architecture,University of Tehran, Tehran,Iran.m_soltani@znu.ac.ir.

*"Phd in Landscape Architecture.Assisstance Professor, Landscape Architecture department, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
seyedamir.mansouri@gmail.com.

*** Phd in Architecture. Assisstance Professor, Landscape Architecture department, University of Tehran,Tehran,Iran.
a.farzin@hotmail.com.

71


www.SID.ir

