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Fig2. The Olympus
Gods on a Parthian
rhyton, Nisa. Source
: Masson, 1982.
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Fig3. Decorative pro- fi
teomes on a Parthian
rhyton, Nisa. Source :
Masson, 1982: 29.
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Masson, 1982: 27 : il

Figl. The Olympus Gods on the neck of a rhyton, Parthian,
Nisa. Source : Masson, 1982: 27.
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Masson, 1982: 34 : isls

Fig4. Two griffins as the ending figurine of rhytons. Parthian,
Nisa.Source : Masson, 1982: 34.

o A.i;.)).: )515- FC 29 Cawl 039 IXWIPVEN ) UL’?’ ol

3 Glagsss lg 5 (S35 sl a5ws 93 3 53 39250 (3
el ol oads 48,3 105 351 b ilwand 5l Yieas! &5 55l
9 Moo b wa jlened ol ool Gl pslaie @ i
s otllas] g Lalyy 4l 4 Cal 391 ool lpol labloce Ylois!
DEANERNYEY (b ,5] s pglaa bo

el in 3 gl 5 ol s i b e 5 o L
lrdine p id ) ol o 0000 D)o 5l L8 i )8 |
oyd calizee Glilgs b ol K ladins duies cov
S 857 am3 00 (L3 1y (55 (635350 Dj90 S5 53 29000
ool ol L (glagygn) 0 a8y 4 lady 5 4 4
sl lie ol g s ud 35 eldeuS 5 39290
N Slin oy pleere gl g oy pd Olas
[Herzfeld, 1976: 257]

09 sl Br &y p Baluap B ol p ogMs”
S g Loeld ojle (e (lgie j5 (pikebre
ok Al 5o olidly e cpl jd 0,8 ssalie 1) _ o s
2 e g sl 13y K L Sin o3 &S sl 55 00l
P by 5)lge (Sl odliws] 395 ke sl (g9,
s g aii 1530lygl 0,80 Ll adls G Byl 9o
[Godd, 1987 : 485] " wles S il 1, 365

O )S ey oo 4 ool 500l8 LIS 51 (300 5 () 0390
oS JSb catly 13 sy hs b it LLSI
Jio Sk ol Wl g9y 2 w5 s @ GlFe )
09)'1:— [Seyl’lg, 1937: 18] "3)5 odalie Js‘ u»939)9]
2995 JlFon 58 Sl S 5l (S 9y p > ol
4 [Demorgan,1923-1926: 73] 5,5 sdalie 1) i )S
S 9 B0 @ Sl e Bkl e S el e )l

FY-OM SISl lagygiy ol o JSE 50 Sl g (ila (o pin Simyd 93 pSBTA bl /oad Jlo / YV oles

ik gz sl ol (LIS b g 3l e 5 15)ge]
[YVO- YV8 AYEY (b5 "5 oo

08 g5 005 el ila lodye g ybdyd e oS0 M3
lier ol Glul b (eolo Glojghanl lacpases e )
il pga o bsjlodnd don )8 1y (wgsogd sy
g M (o (SGSS g (e9i5e Sralecy b 1S
25l adgs g g0 &5 alex Sl oS Sl 5l Sy >
asly (oises b bl (e

P Ol -

oo Aol 3 L gy oo BBl Sl 08
O8 JS ob dgxg Janl pl isd o 00 b jusd e
Ol 5l aws ol bose K8 AU cwnd ) by,
b ygiy 4 04 3)lgabj Slodo s 4, 45 A5l 0l oandyy
g g0 Co 0 ST 09,8 cpl s Lasuds JB
288 Sl (oo ySy iy cnl )3 4258 3)50 3 iSe
wa L ST slaoygny 5o )b )18 gy 2l pise
5,5 a1ali gy 5 olyie |y oS cilises 0,5

s g0 b SISl (gl puis — il

Sl s -

Sie g edze glaysine b cusl - pluil -z

aJl S -

9 ol 9 sl |y oo ySiy 5l og)S el + b JIs =il
o oyghy )3 4y 5 4 ol slae Sy a0
kol 5l S ey 5 cile o asy 8§ 4 colb »S
09)5 ol Cdlu )3 (g pp - pgal bl g Cul ySeitn
Olg o & Cuwl o 8,5 S 4 g U olesl slo S
oSy ol 2 v @ 1) By 5 Lel)] (uis slacl
(¥ pgad) 3> Lasuis

2l e a5 b b 5 o b oS5 Joped
Lgls gaw )l ju 59y JS5 S LS 95 S slagygin)
ool 005 oy JSG sl Slio 5 L L g csl o3l b
Crow 4y b 1565 390 o0 0000 b ylaid g b5 g canl 5L s
JocabsS o 63 S 5 5l oolizul’ Wloss oauiS ol
28 edalie 5y )0 e Sl B pgw 08 3l lgie
[Herzfeld, 1976: 257]

sbg)l 2 ol ol (s gryphon (s 5) JIsyes’
5 55 Sl o p g g Slllae g awg (19,8
slaly 5 (Jb g2 b ) (o e o o o2)iS (glald
29 b g S Jl > andly b IS5 4 (03 (e
O3 B Iy Yloin |l colis Ygano 0y SO S 4 (g9
9 o Jold S35 5ol ol 3 Mo 1 8 003 lex


www.SID.ir

Vol.9/No.21/Summer 2012/Impact of Two Different Cultures - the Helenistic and Persain.../27-38

L (Sl ey S slol 4 bgayo Ll L6 D g
Masson, 1982: 11 : sl

Fig5. The winged bull as the ending figurine of rhytons.
Parthian, Nisa. Source : Masson, 1982: 11.
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Fig6. A centaur with a woman sitting on its shoulder at the end
of a rhyton, Parthian, Nisa. Source : Masson, 1982.: 66.
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Masson, 1982 : 4 : sl

Fig7. A. Figurine of a goddess on a rhyton. B. The part of

a figurine used at the end of another rhyton, Parthian , Nisa.
Source : Masson, 1982 : 4.
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Fig8. Rhytons discovered in different areas in Central Asia, each manifesting the local artifact in building such pieces.

Source: ( www.iranchamber.com/art/articles/art of parthians )
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Impact of Two Different Cultures (the Helenistic and Persain)*
on the Parthian Rhytons

Aboulghasem Dadvar**
Bita Mesbah***

Abstract

Zoomorphic vessels with two holes for pouring water are recognized as rhytons. These drinking vessels are
commonly used in the Persian art. Different animals are used in making the rhytons. Diversely hybrid or real
animals can be seen in the rhytons.

During the Parthian era, different styles were used in making rhytons. This was because of vast territory of
Parthians. Studying the style of rhytons perfectly shows the effects of different tribes like the nomads of Cen-
tral Asia, as well as the art of the Persians and the Greek.

In fact, the art of the two nations are the main styles of making rhytons. Toput it better, the Parthian ryhtons
can be categorized in three main groups: 1-Persian —Hellenistic style, 2- Local style and 3-Persian style.

In all three styles, the forepart of the body of an animal is.used in making the rhyton. Horn shaped rhytons
are commonly used in Persian-Hellenistic style while the conical forms are mostly seen in the Persian style
group. In Persian-Hellenistic style, they have a long shaft and a conical part resembling much to the horns of
the animals. They all ended to the forepart of the body of an animal. In some examples, a human body is used.
In the Persian style, the conic part is connected to the animal head in a 90-degree angle.

These rhytons are the most important artifacts that show the cultural impact of Persia and Greek in Central
Asia. The decorations on the body of Persian style rhytons are simple. On the conical parts, horizontal grooves
are used. The decorations in Hellenistic style show the pantheon of Greek gods or the body of them around
the neck of the rhyton.

The impact of the arts of Central Asian tribes is recognized through the usage of stag or floral motifs.
Generally, the construction and decoration of the Parthian rhytons include:

1 - Characteristics of Greek culture with religious and symbolic images, like pantheon of Gods.

2- The characteristics of Hellenistic art like nude figurines, flouncings and protomes that are not common in
Persian art.

3 - Usage of hybrid creatures common in Greek art like centaurs.

4 - Special attention to Persian hybrid creatures like griffins.

5- Some special forms in Persian art like the style of wings or the repose figures with quiet dignity.

6 - Native art and culture with a vibrant and lively display mode and motion in animal bodies.

Keywords
Rhyton, Hellenistic, Persian, Local Culture, Central Asia
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* This article was inspired by a reasearch project titled “Check the shape and form in Iranian Rhytons, the fourth millennium BC to
the end of Sassanid” which is done by Abolghasem Dadvar and Nosrat- al moluk Mesbah, University of Tarbiat Modares , Tehran,
Iran.
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