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1. Combined Heat and Power
2. Discrete Particle Ignition Kernel (DPIK) model
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1. Laminar Flamelets

2. Fractal Dimension

3. Bunsen Burner

4. Large Eddy Simulation
5. Thin Reaction Regime
6. Computer Aided Design
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Table 1- Technical specifications of engine

Number of Cylinders 4
Bore*Stroke 100 mm*127 mm
Compression Ratio 95:1
Connecting Rod Length 219'mm
Displacement Volume 3.99 Lit.
Firing Order 1-3-4-2
Combustion Chamber Heron
Number of valves per Cylinder 2
Breathing system Natural
Fuel Type Natural Gas
Valves Timing relative to TDC of Intake Stroke 1VO'=710°(-10°) , IVC?=210° , EVO®=497°, EVC*=25°
The Max. Lift of Valves IVL®=10.71 mm, EVL®=10.84 mm
Number of Cylinders 4
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1. Inlet Valve Open

2. Inlet VValve Close

3. Exhaust Valve Open

. Exhaust Valve Close

. Inlet Valve Lift

. Exhaust Valve Lift
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Figure 1- Research test cell and in-cylinder pressure measurement equipment
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Table 2- Various engine operating conditions

Mode RPM Spark Timing Torque (N.M) Air Flow Rate (kg/hr) | Fuel Flow Rate (m°/hr)
1 1200 19BTDC 218 100 9.8
2 1200 26BTDC 225 100 9.8
3 1500 19BTDC 216 120 115
4 1500 26BTDC 220 120 11.5
5 1800 19BTDC 195 142 12.1
6 1800 26BTDC 205 142 12.1
7 2000 19BTDC 185 154 13.2
8 2000 26BTDC 200 154 13.2
9 2200 19BTDC 180 165 14.8
10 2200 26BTDC 198 165 14.8
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Table 3- The accuracy of measured parameters

Measured Parameters Accuracy
Torque +2N.M
Spark Timing + 1deg
Air Flow 2 kg/hr
Fuel Flow 0.5 m"3/hr
Crank Angle 0.1 deg
Press. of Combustion Chamber 0.001 bar
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Figure 2- 3-D model and outline of the computational mesh of the combustion chamber
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Bore: 100 mm

Figure 3- Position of the spark plug relative to cylinder centerline
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1. Port

2. Coherent Flame Model
3. Spark Caoil

4. Electronic Control Unit
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Table 4- The boundary condition and initial condition of model

T-Head wall 650°C P-IvC 0.97 bar
T-liner wall 550°C T-IVC 80°C
T-piston wall 600°C T.KE 18 m?/s’
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Table 5- Specification of combustion model, spark plug and turbulence model

Model Name Coherent Flame Model(C.F.M)
Initial Flame Surface Density 650 1/m
Stretch Factor 1.35
Initial Flame Kernel Shape Spherical
Flame kernel Radius 5mm
Turbulence Model K-e-C-f
Wall Treatment Model Two wall Treatment
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Figure 4- Mesh independency based on in-cylinder pressure history considering 3 different mesh numbers at 1500 rpm and spark
timing of 19 CA BTDC
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Figure 5- Validation of model results using.in-cylinder pressure and heat release rate histories: (a) 1500rpm and spark timing of 19
CAD BTDC (b)1500rpm and spark timing of 26 CAD BTDC (c) 1200rpm and spark timing of 19 CAD BTDC (d) 1200rpm and
spark timing of 26 CAD BTDC
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Spark Location: Out of Center Spark Location: Center
Spark Timing: 19 CA°BTDC Spark Timing: 19 CA°BTDC
Crank Angle: 2 CA°’ATDC Crank Angle: 2 CA°ATDC

Figure 6- Comparison of real flame surface and assumed spherical flame growth in both center and off-center spark plug position
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Crank Angle: 18ATDC Crank Angle: 20ATDC
Spark Location: Out of Center - Spark Timing: 19BTDC- RPM: 1500
Figure 7- Development of flame front and its collision to the combustion chamber walls when spark plug is located out of center
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Crank Angle: 18ATDC Crank Angle: 20ATDC
Spark Location: Center - Spark Timing: 19BTDC- RPM: 1500

Figure 8- Development of flame front and its collision to the combustion chamber walls when spark plug is located
at center of cylinder
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Figure 9- Comparison of variation of flame surface area versus crank angle degrees for both centered
and off-centered spark locations
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Figure 10- Comparison of variations of heat release rate and in-cylinder pressure versus crank angle degrees for both centered and
off-centered spark locations
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Figure 11- Rate of change of flame area versus crank angle degrees for both centered and off-centered spark locations
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Table 6- Analysis of mass fraction burned and development of flame front at 1500r

m and spark timing of 19BTDC

spark plug location: out of center spark plug location: center
Crank Angle | Burned mass (%) The Position of the Flame Surface Crank Angle Burned mass (%)
-13 0 Starting of the Flame Front -13 0
-35 5% (SOC) Increasing of the flame surface with high rate -3.5 5% (SOC)
3 16 Collision of the Flame surface with piston 8 16
6.5 28 Increasing of flame surface with low rate 6.5 28
7 30 " 7 30
10.5 47 " 10.5 47
11 50 " 11 50
12 55 Collision of the flame surface with the close side wall 12 55
135 65 Decreasing of the flame surface with low rate 13.5 65
14 67 Gradual collision of the flame front with side walls and 14 67
decreasing of flame surface
15 70 " 15 70
16 78 " 16 78
18 87 " 18 87
19 90 " 19 90
20 94 Increasing of the flame surface _due to reaching flame 20 94
surface to the space between the piston crown and cylinder
21 95% (EOC) " 21 95% (EOC)

Crank Angle: 9ATDC
Spark Location: Out of Center - Spark Timing:19BTDC-RPM: 1200

Crank Angle: 15ATDC

Figure 12- Development of flame front and its collision to the combustion chamber walls when spark plug is off-centered

in the cylinder at 1200 rpm
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Figure 13- Comparison of variations of heat release rate and in-cylinder pressure versus crank angle degrees for off-centered spark
at 1200 rpm
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Figure 14- Normalized slope of H.R.R and fuel mass fraction versus crank angle degrees for off-centered spark at 1500 rpm and
spark timing of 19BTDC
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Figure 15- Normalized slope of H.R.R and fuel mass fraction versus crank angle degrees for off-centered spark at 1200rpm and
spark timing of 19BTDC
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Figure 16- Normalized slope of H.R.R and fuel mass fraction versus crank angle degrees for off-centered spark at 1500 rpm and
spark timing of 26BTDC
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Figurel7- Normalized slope of H.R.R and fuel mass fraction versus crank angle degrees for centered spark at 1500rpm and spark
timing of 19BTDC
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English Abstract

Investigating the Behavior of Natural Gas Flame in a Spark Ignition Engine

JafarPashaei and Rahim Khoshbakhti Saray
Department of Mechanical Engineering, Sahand University of Technology, Sahand New Town, Tabriz, Iran
(Received: 2016.12.12, Received in revised form: 2017.03.16, Accepted: 2017.04.29)

Heat release rate process in SI Engines is directly related to the flame propagation in the combustion
chamber. In this study, by simulating natural gas combustion in SI Engines using CFD software, flame
behavior is investigated near the wall. Experimental tests were performed for various engine speeds and spark
timings. The engine simulation was done and the results were validated with experimental data at various
engine operating conditions. The results were in good agreement with the corresponding experimental data.
Results show that by keeping the spark plug out of the geometric center of the cylinder, the concentric
spherical propagation assumption of flame is not true. The walls near the flame prevent its propagation and its
shape deviates from the spherical shape. Finally, it can be concluded that, natural gas turbulent flame
propagation occurred in three stages: 1- The initial propagation of flame with high acceleration, in which 15%
of the fuel is burned with a high rate of H.R.R. 2- Colliding of the flame with the floor of the piston, H.R.R
continues with almost constant rate, in which 30% and 50% of the fuel is burned for the off-centered and
centered spark plug location, respectively. 3- Deceleration of flame propagation after colliding with the side
walls, in which 55% and 35% of the fuel is burned for off-centered and centered spark plug location,
respectively.

Keywords: Spark Ignition Engine, Natural Gas, Flame Surface, Wall, Computational Fluids Dynamic

\Al


http://www.cfd-online.com/Wiki
www.SID.ir

