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The analysis of correlation between critical thinking
of regular and smart junior high schools with their
academic motivation

* Emadi, seead Rasol
** Ramin Sheikhzadeh

Abstract

The aim of this study was to investigate the relationship between academic
motivationand critical thinking of students and comparing theminregularand smart
junior high schools. Research method was causal comparative (ex post facto) and
the sample was grade II students of junior high schools in the academic year 1393-
94. Through stage cluster sampling and based on Cochran formula, 156students
were selected (113 students of regular schools and43students of smart schools).
For gathering data, standard questionnaires such as Harter academic motivation
questionnaire, and Watson and Glaser critical thinking skills questionnaire was used
that measures five major skills: inference, identifying the assumptions, conclusion,
interpretation, and evaluation of logical arguments. Content and facial validity
was used to obtain the validity of questionnaires. Reliability coefficient of the
questionnaires was obtained through Cronbach’s alpha and it was estimated 94%
and 79% respectively. To analyze the data, descriptive and inferential statistics such
as Kolmogorov-Smirnov, Pearson correlation coefficient, and T-test for independent
groups was used. The results obtained demonstrated that there is no relationship
between academic motivation and critical thinking skills. Also results showed that
academic motivation and critical thinking of smart school students was higher than
those of the regular school students.

Keywords: academic motivation, critical thinking, Smart Schools, Regular schools
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