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Application of meta-analysisin social and behavioral science: areview of
advantages, disadvantages, and methodological issues

Izanlo B, Habibi M?

Abstract

Meta-analysis enables researchers to analyzerntimd@s of studieselated to the specific area in the form
of a specific research question. Based on the teesil these reviews for the specific subject, the
foundation of new theories and models was estalisOften, with investigating studies related to a
particular field, we will saw that there are as satudies which were.conducted on the same vasable
Although similarity in the subject under investigat it is possible that the methodology, for exémp
experimental vs. survey, or populations of theseiss were different. Since, the result of theseliss
often is not similar, thus there is a need for rmadtto could improve our knowledge about the regearc
subjects, on the base of synthesizing the re®§tshe same token, regarding to the aim of comijinire
findings of previous statistical research, metahaia follows two major processes: 1- in additioh o
summarizing, and description the results of studiethe literature of specific subject, it will yieus
degree of true relation or difference in the popataof various studies; & 2- the estimation ofeaff of
methodological properties on effect size of estadatlifference or relation in different studies et
specific field. In the present paper, approachaemlsy advantages, disadvantages of meta-analysis
procedure in the field of social, and behaviorétsces were discussed.

Keywor ds: Meta-analysis, reviewing systematic, behavior@rsmes research.
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