VAQ e seis e ss e seis s \YAS uLw.JlJ/rnjé e)Lo.M:/J5| JLM: By 45“&51“6“1";41”

SL oot Sluogas p kollgiy )5 50 ow)yp

T ez dame ! sk e

oS

sl 00iS 1y (alS idigy S92g «SAS e g Sl Glalarone S i sla Shg 5l (S
olalS job sy rmslio Lo Ll oy JB sl g 0uiSTyy saigl lalS 5 c3blis ol 5o
bl o515 L S Sslsm slaaiug il 4 bdhol a5 SeulS 5 035 (gzmen W9l
w75 slaSls gy waas b JIg W) 50 Jsl ey slaaist kel g )5 adl oo w9 o0
S Sleogas p g3asie SISl g eoged Ll (6l (Slo GidS plmnssST S5 )0 9 aliss 00
Sleogas o olals  aiws ol 6 NS 8 _ols §iss o 0 35250 sis] LS o
o syBaie doy Sl A8 I 8 ) 9550 LS Liul ) 80,8 &l 0 S abend
Sltond ;0 e FBlw 0= 50 -0 Goe 50 5l SLs leerd Sloogas p lealSsin S 50
SleS 55 JEas T iygo3] 5l oalitl Ly s plowl S (g o paisad o] 9o 9 a5, 1o
oS cmads cumnlly i B Sand o T 008 (U5 (539555 S Sl Calam Sl casya
@ls o)5 18 analie oj50 o g 5 eSSl S as 50 ) Jsloe I 5 et
s 53) Gs e 0t sl Gl g yia il <0 Ges y0 4 ls i el s,
9 03955 9 I S SleeS g sastl OV e Gas ;0 5 (0 s y9) i JB i 5 (1)
SLeSB 03  (AY o )9) (sl cine Dol 3l T g 5 a5 sl S aws
idgy ools polaisl sgm | i LB jaud 5 (55 I ) YL polis o9 5 ol o

E-mail: atavili@ULac.ir g5 olSisls _xus sl 0aSitils _sliwnsS § St 3blis gl 05,5 okl =
s oSS s il 0aSLiils SliwnsS 5 St blie sl 0,5 sbiwl -



crq..'a_wLa..) c).é.n.._é 6)5.&.’9_».’ ‘)_JS c}_;.i:uc QP
Sl Sloga s plw 5 oo qopmndS
Olae o b 9 S Slaogas o (5
2o b Lol g5 S (55580 (SigSr S0
3510 (S il (595 S 5 4 s

2 Sl as, slel dapligns S i
0,0 SogigmS U cledlbl slie & S5
Ol Hold 55 S92 90 SulS 5 035 slaaisS
olals 5 Sl Gilise sleShy » bl 56
e Cilisee Jalge 156 iman (guig]
a4 azg b gl Bdod 50,8 18
30 SdS g 05 it sladisS axgy L8
Olste 4 Ll 6,135 5l 8o, 8 ol e
OhHlSer 5 (o) Jls 0y, (Ysl,ii g
Lol 4185 8 o

Leogy 9 Olge
S Sleogas anlio g (gw)p Hslaies
Sletand 5 a0, Gl slpiend o
&ly ydo,d ailie (LS 5l aiws ol w3l
OLedS Gl jo VT azlyo & jglma o
Jlais 0 adlas 950 adlaie 0l Sl
y O S cenl o @dly llds Ll
aibate w0fpel (corldl (o bl
bhoge ¢ Cal o S o8l s
Jlo 30 s e YO ol Wbl Sas)L
g Bl (VWAY Cawgo i) 00 5 o o)ﬂﬁ

................. S u,—'lamw Sloogas 4 Lér"lf}‘“‘)s b [Eadbl

dodio

B 5l XS § leoys Cosal o el
aioted 510 jgam ] 40 AT aaawsS]
Solels jlanss nl awy (ST 9929 L
5 &80 SliliwasS b Sis 5 0,5 slesble
(Sl bt SlatumssST o Ll g0
Oldlas golasy s> @ ol ) AK> g (250
G Ll (ogismst Logas ;o ouds plxil
o plosl Lol 351551 o)laye Glaiz
e 2 (nl $38leST 9 0 Sas 4S5 gl
ol 0ile aiSLil MolS gl

Looyr 2 3l i a5 LgalSgin S
5 099 5 xS gl § Lo ils K o Sls
@bl 0 pgadu |y &l Jibg 3l o5
bl o500l LS Sz dad § S
iy 3l (6 5eS jgam saigl lals as
ubg—w‘fo O G0 Sl G'a_w u_ll.c 043}
S g pdnJses anlyd 0 (VAAY gz all)
3l ot Ll Sy 5 o sinins
ol sginl pals cel (S JT ool
oLaa Vool legignl 5l eolaiul 0gd oo
bl 3l ales oo elBgin )5 a5 sl olo
il SLbe sble )0 (g i CunlS e
OVAAY X el g el

slaollisg, ;o oais sloul Sl ibss
o o i afaole;l bl i g b

L Stable isotopes



odlel )5 3,50 sleealo3l plomil (sl Lnaiged
A el by, g 5l 0500 sletales] iy
bioe RSzt e S

Uiy 3 eolizel b S bl s
Bl S anal ol sll (5 5wy 0
Colan Coll 5 e pH 5l eolizal b gl
Soeslinad L gLl olac 5l S,
QY ) S mrecalas
A (6 S oslu]

Sb) Sb— Sy Ghgy b I oS
Jls s, b S ojers VA
Loodx BB s 5 (0997 (S L)
b s (VA0Y) (Sen 5 Gl )
LS Joloo meimie g pundS (5505l
5 EDTA  Jslxe  (miw)ls b,
Ol ke b Joloe SIS (6 S0l
i 00,5 bl (1498 S Lol o,
Py b dges Jolne madw g pelt
ol Canss 4y (S yregid old) (mimaledy

o3 Juy 3l plaebl Jya> 5l
Jitas T 5051 dguaily g (SSan g Laools
S8 eolaiul 950 LSl awslie iy
O

\YAF ul-\.m)l) /rnjé e)Lo.{;ﬁ: /J5‘ JLM: ‘é]o (5““&51“ G.Q.l.c dlm

yo TV 9 V0 oy a4 adlaise glas )l yiSTos
iy 3 el )

Sy Foolaal o S gyl paigad
L opr Shx ) Sl 90) s YO
(3r% & @8 Suz )0 S8l 90 9 Jlod
3 Fegle BV g o0 Gee g0
9 (S8 5 052) g5 S shlo sleiand
Fahls =0 Gee sl Gl 9w
By S b Sl &5 el il
5 7l W &y ol o S Slogas
(Y- oF €56 OAVY ol

sk GB Gee yol> G o
p s sl ad s ol s e il B lawgte
A s Ges owyp Heliies Jb e
Sloogar )0 oads ol Jlezsl &l s
SIS piges plEgin S 5> azel o S
alold .ol plxl 5o e gile B-Y+ Goc
A e Vo 0SSl )l paisas LG
S g pdiges  jelates Al as
Ol yoas ol as )3 La o dilaie 5 Send
il sladisS Gl @i 5l g
Ol 50 58 pleiend 03 SadS 5 055
Adg SidS g 035 a0y Ly
30 S gbdges o Sis 5l e

il g S g asS g ol (slse



Y-v

SB oleosd Slogas p» Lalgn S 5050 ow)n

et R a4 et E st

M

LS il 5 ol o anlllas 5 g0 dibate Coxge—) S

shls SLa o 5e =8 Hlase o)ls o Jxe
2 0l Ol -l 99 Loty Sl - 035
Ao,y +/+AY) 090 S5 - 035050 S
I u_ﬂ =S ek (ao s /- QY Jlae o
Slaie ol 90 3l i 855 S sl S
del s plS gin S ygom SL o )]
FB jaud (aoyo oY blae o as 0 VYY)
2Ol ke 45 0g SB ate Koo Ld
ZA)olo Olaa Slo cmme Dglay S aiws g0
/) e jo )53 slgSLpH .(P<
5SS LE ol anils lo pme Oyl (K050
- 033 e g L S w90y 398

O V/VY ).3‘).3 e V/\CV ﬁ‘ﬁ L8

aalllas 3y50 S sl e aunlio o

V Jgo> 40 aSilioad & g5l 5l eoliinl b
e gl =0 Bos ;o Gl 0al ooly oyl
S St g5 53 10 LgeSiy (5

olis lo me wglas ] e 9 e gin S
SIS 95 90 G oS Conl > j0 plsols

Sglds 550 Sleoga > Law L
a5 johilan 553 oad oomlive (5 5 sins
(AN S 5 9 dmd e LS Jgo
039 S £45 95 ;0 Dl o it sl
shlo Sl o lsjlade /) maw 0

Dyl plS 5 S g S 5 oS 55 S



G5 A 9 Sy
15 T S e ab alisdle a5 slailan
S b anlio 5 SilS —o35 lls S
5 - 052 9o
el S, aY L egdle ls ples sl
SoedS = 0525 slyls slasionnd jo (gusl
035381 S & 5 GlalS 5l s (ol Ll

el G b K

3 syl e lalS SluS 5 jeh> 0eh e
iz b (VAAY) SiyslS el I 55 50
2 1) XS alewy @ (2,8 o Jensily
e eeis @ Sz g (H e el 9
1S atye yie y S Vo0 - YV 5 VY-V
Oxdas g ple Cnrimen 09ed 35505 Jl
1y Hleslee 3l sy polis (128Y)
ilosg—ad (B35 LaplSen S j9a >

\YAF ul-\.m)l) /rnjé e)Lo.{;ﬁ: /J5‘ JLM: ‘é]o (5““&51“ G.Q.l.c dlm

(oSl colas B ol 4 S

Ol Lol ces o lis Sail Gl S
bl Ll 5l as el oS 6,8 4 Lyl
Sleogas Jla Gl S g o Olsiees
O 9 b S Cliogas anlie ¥ s
e gl B-Y Gae o], S - 03>
30 80w Jgaz dan a gl bows o lis
005 5 03950 5551 90 s g0 Gee
olis lo e gl 1Y aw o S g0
Slogas plw o JSlhess ax STailesls
Sl =0 Gos ay o anlllae 3,50

Fagile =0 Ges jo plBgin S e 9 L S oleerd Sluogas anslio =) Jgax

61 Sxo gk t slare B0 (puSilo $ol31 a0 " ylows
<NOVYOY/EY
Hkk O/FF] OA Ccrl pH
<[Y - £OV/YY Nocrl
< [FAFA6./AY
NS V/OYY oA crl Ec (dsm™)
<IFAYE6N /-5 Nocrl
IFOAY6) VS E Cri
Hkk ANVEQ OA ocC (/.
CIYEYYO.IV- oY Nocrl *)
</YEYA6./-4Y4
i) AIA 0A crl N (%)
<[+2-£6./-0\Y Nocrl
SIAYAY6./0- ) Crl
i YIYEO OA P (mgkg™
SA\Y-06.5-Y Nocrl (mgkg™)
FIVVVOVA/PY cr1 .
< [OAY OA K (mgkg
NS a/- FA6NAIY Nocrl (mgkg™)
SIYOANYO. VY Cr1 .
V[0 oA Na (meql’
NS Y/YAG\/FAA Nocrl (meal™)
ARVARS{AEZA7N Cr1 .
-If08 OA Ca (meql
NS A ARTAANZAN Nocrl (meal™)
<FEA VIYFEOY/AA Cri N
OA Mg (meql
NS \/A\YOOY/VE Nocrl g (meal”)
< IYEVE6./4 Cr1 .
\/AOY OA Cl (meqgl’
NS Y1261 /2A Nocrl (meal™)

sl yio (Bl =0 Goe A5 S e S g a8 gin S sl S sarmnilis sy Nocrl 4 Crl

G o ime i NS

Qo yd O gl p0 )l me glis

oy Vgl o ls me aglas FFF




---------- S oberd Sliogas  Lelgin S 536 (w2

oo gilo 0=V« Gac )0 pl8gin S o o L S ol Sliogas anslas -V Jou

61 (o el t Slaze B1yil6 (1Sl @ol31 azy0 B
CIYYYOYIVY Cr2
NS \/YOR OA pH
<IYYOO6Y/AD Nocr2
< IOAMY6./30
NS SIYFE OA Cr2 Ec (dsm™)
< [#AFA6./99 Nocr2
<IYAFV6./AY .
bl ATAR! OA Cr2 OC (%)
< IYYOY6./0Y Nocr2
RAYZ 2 ( WRYNN N (%
i YIEYY OA Cr2 *)
ARRRI ¥R a1 Nocr2
<[YAR-6.¥Y Cr2
VYYD oA P (mgkg™
NS <[ YEEOYEY Nocr2 (mgkg™)
VV/AFO6Y /P Cr2 1
< IAEY OA K (mgk
NS FINVOO\AIOF Nocr2 (mgkg™)
<[FAYO/ANY Cr2 1
VIOAA OA Na (meq|
NS Y/YYEONV/FY Nocr2 (meal™)
VY/EVAYONVY/ -0 Cr2 -1
SNAay OA Ca (meq|
NS \YIVYEYO\Y/SA Nocr2 (meql™)
\IDOYOY /£ Cr2 1
LES¥E OA Mg (meql
NS JAAVAOY/YAS Nocr2 9 (meql™)
<[FVEFOIAA Cr2 -1
\IEVY OA Cl (meql
NS Y/YVA6)/VE Nocr2 (meal™)

"““"‘)“"“L;“L“‘ O-Y- d"“‘cm°)’> O9 Jl}’jmjo)':} 6‘)") S sacasilis gL Nocr2 5Cr2 o+

G s ime Sglas NS Qoo Vb ol tae coglas XXX

059 Hlade ol las jlo sxe gl Bec
plp e Lo,ds Kl - o3 gl S o
Sep SidS - 03 g S o ] lads
osls las saxin Slllas I Jol> mls
a2 oo ulEl pa YUY b o> 1) S
(Y’ . \ sgaz.lg 9 ).’)LQ ‘\°t°(& ssﬂlﬁsé)
Sadte OVAVF) oSl § Spom,
g iShgils  alwy a4 Giss Lo
sl o s 5l w aiBo ais alolidl
S 0 RdS Koo olow wed e le]
Ngloo SiS g osbye S jshy oS
QS o oy 095 GBlbl lae 4y 1) 5g i
Soielom sladtug dbewg e oM
Sgd oo 03l Comns a6 xS Lgilw 4 Loes

S Sylsee Ll (1230) ke g il
Seiglse sleaiwg oL codld bl
S i Jesle jlade i il
Sl GRS 90 SdS -0 3 gllo
Sl Sl & Sul (pl Ko 4SS
B 5« Seislom Slading onms JoSis

0,95 Job o &5 gl lalS gk
b ol itbie (sriagt ol
SB a J oS ol b 45 1, oo
oS Gl s S ) sy

Al Sds - 055 o S
59 2 5 ShdS —oim gy 5 LS 0



L wlgion o2 alis cpl ool @185 & )50
o=z QWA dle 5 pole Sl 4 azgs
S9iy 9 rinly Ss Sl a5 09h Al
Slye why g Sl S gl e le vz
S ld Sz @ e a5 PDhwge
355 (o0 Dype e Olod 0 o0 39b o

b alisde b iy jo a5 shiles
wwgy shls gltend o Sl anasl
5 b5l sl falS So3elsn
Sk Clogar aunlie oo (VA7) s
spax bl cod by (Bid g &l 50
Wbl Sjelem ladtug jpa> puc g
sl S pH Jsde S
o3 g S L alis o SelS - o35
oz il el i, Sl —
Soding  Sery a5 Wosed (5 pS A
Rgee S PH Gl com So5elsn
ol Slp ool b o 550 ldions
=l [0 02 g0 Dl Wles STl ol sl
Sglite 5l (AU Sl oo Geiod g0 5l Jeol>
90 pBgn,S sbass g6 b S oo
O Oly wls (IS ek Lol cally adlase
ot Slge &5 wd jeate ) gland )
ol sl cnply g adgn, Sl Al
g oo S pH s cel 5 ails
WSl codl s (VFAS)  puie
0sds > 1 o 45 0L o g Sty 315
Do e (shpnd Sl JSAT Sel

shls LXads pgas a4 5 o>
Sile 4 s | Sl ) Sl

L. Bioaccumulation

\YAF ul-\.m)l) /rnjé e)Lo.{;ﬁ: /J5‘ JLM: ‘é]o (5““&51“ G.Q.l.c dlm

3 i e b oo allan &g els>
Sl Oy &5 onl by waly S8
O g 5yi) il axbls )13 055 (s,
s bl chds o (AW
28 Sl i sSKalds) o SuY sl
Gldiug Az o (Codsilw S g
OB aS il (el Olym Sojglen
OB g i) Wed oo Cgaime (395
Slp &S 1y 4> )0 34250 N, LQJT IAEER
JBUSE & s sslinad 6 LS
oSS alex 5| A e bas eolizad
ey 4 59,0 Sl 2 (ol 2ST &S
asb oo Collema  tenax coul oois )l
Lulis o mp SiadS ol (Yoo wal)
Ceid Ul 5 Sb pe ee s ol
aloz 5l jsS00 aigS Zawl 1595 5 (39
adlas 3,50 dilaie 0 V490 sladisS
M0s3 ook Lums Glgl,8 5l oS bl e
o

sy Al e S ald sl
odd S Alise glie o laplis S
(D9 9 o DAY pila g dS) o
o olael 4 (Ve ) ol g e VAAYF
Jlast s @ s Lial33l VAAA) ke
G (S gy ) Sy, ol
s (5ol Lo i Lo o K0S
Ol 9 Sden Sl olge i Azl o
55 o Sy Sl o

93 2 3 &5 ey g (S B
- oy o S 3l ouls g o pdiges es
Sols Lt glalimde BB Laglil oS
sl D gee > g i



Sk Mg 5 Ca K Na o> 5 0le lado
2 el CelapolBgin S jgam Az o
yolie Hlade I Sl Sels ol Gedod
sanlic aallie 5,50 oS o 65
5 bl ey anld 4 arg oo
SE gl 4 lggslS (oad 0398l (sl
leisilS ial3dl poe s s S3 YL o oS
Ol Wl ) Sils — o35 slls SB o
oy TAIBY)Y dihie S5 ) mly dos b
(ale TFAD 5 clow TEYAR e o
K" Na™ Ko ole o cddls L e
gl pad el 5l MgT 5 Ca
s Qi D08 s 4 LSS ()
a4 g ol gyl he Sy Ol
)2 (R B

St o S8 - 033 3 4 a2 b
JB ad lade bl g ey 9 S
ol d9zy Cueal 4 Gl e S Ol
oRlBl s Sl see lp bl
Sly diey o903 ool3 5 ol (gielol>
2p g e (BLS @elsr pa

----------------- S obend Sleogas » algin S 550 o)

&S ol Seegll Jisle bl 4 o
Jo g 0o loye3n Ise g <l Sl
ool wdx yolie laie ( Sglie sloon) s
bow a4 caws bl A3l b o
O3 ook e S0 am o b e Gl
5 o) WS e p S ead
5 o9n ol Gred (Ve V(] Sen
S ole S GmliEl Jds (VR9Y) g,
R e

5 zhe 4 Zn 4 Cu Mg Ca K

S (s iz (o LSS sk o)l
5| S yolic s5d o et Sid (KrnlS

Olg S g ool atwd Sl o)lg0
g ol as oo Jb o 4 g wigd oo
Ses hie Lo shls a5 ) slaagsls
Oz gl e s 0 igh oo i
Jolo mls az STk (Rl 2kSL
owlBl saims lid o Ko ladss )

solaiwl 8590 2ol

YAD .ol olKiils ol jlacsl ., calS idgr )bl g (cmog (6550551 AVAL Lo, dosmo ¢piia )

Ao

&1yl 1 ICE s FAO/UNEP 15y jlas sonaiy slpdy, 3.l AYAY wla,d (angs i -
Co e alyl bl )5 ael Ll (GledS Glewl) g Jble = asS oy Gladhie Juw

OB 5 b @l 5 55,5l pole olSiils . Sble bl
3. Bailey, D., A. P. Mazurka & J. R. Rozowski, 1973. Aggregation of soil particles by

algae. Journal of Phycology 9: 99-101.



Y oV et \YAS uLw.JlJ /rnjo e)Lo..';ﬁ: /Jg‘ JLM: By (YT \5“1": e

4. Barger, N. N., 2003. Biogeochemical cycling and N dynamics of biological soil
crusts in semi arid systems. Ph.D. Dissertation, Colorado State University, Fort Collins,
Colorado. USA.

5. Belnap, J., 2003. Factors influencing nitrogen fixation and nitrogen release in
biological soil crusts. In: J. Belnap and O. L. Lange (eds). Biological Soil Crusts:
Structure, Function, and Management. Springer-Verlag Berlin Hildberg. 2nd edition.

6. Belnap, J. & K. T. Harper, 1995. Influence of cryptobiotic soil crusts on elemental
content of tissue of two desert plants. Arid Soil Research and Rehabilitation 9: 107-115.
7. Belnap, J., H. Kaltenecker, R. Rosentreter, J. Williams, S. Leonard & D. Eldridge,
2001. Biological soil crusts: ecology and management. BLM/ID/ST-01/001+1730,
Technical reference 1730-2. National Science and Technology Center, Bureau of Land
Management, Denever, Colorado.

8. Black, C. A., 1979. Methods of soil analysis. American Society of Agronomy 2: 771-
1572.

9. Brown, D. H. & R. M. Brown, 1991. Mineral cycling and lichens: the physiological
basis. Lichenologist 23(3): 293-307.

10. Carter, M. R., 1993. Soil sampling and methods of analysis. Lewis publishers.
London.

11. DeFAlco, L. A., 1995. Influence of cryptobiotic soil crusts on winter annuals and
foraging movements of the desert tortoise. Department of Biology. Colorado State
University, Fort Collins, Co. USA.

12. Eldridge, D. J., 1993. Cryptogam cover and soil surface condition: effects on
hydrology on a semiarid woodland soil. Arid Soil Research and Rehabilitation 7: 203-
217.

13. Evans, R. D. & J. R. Ehleringer, 1993. A break in the nitrogen cycle in arid lands?
Evidence from N of soils. Oecologia 94: 314-317.

14. Garcia-Pichel, F. & J. Belnap, 1996. Microenvironments and microscale
productivity of cyanobacterial desert crusts. Journal of Phycology 32: 774-782.

15. Harper, K. T. & J. Belnap, 2001. The influence of biological soil crusts on mineral
uptake by associated vascular plants. Journal of Arid Environments 47: 347-357.

16. Harper, K. T. & J. R. Marble, 1988. A role for non-vascular plants in management
of arid and semi arid rangelands. In: P. T. Tueller (ed.). Vegetation Science Application
for Rangelands Analyses and Management. Marinus Nijhoff/Dr.W. Junk, Ameserdam,
The Netherlands.

17. Harper, K. T. & R. L. Pendleton, 1993. Cyanobacteria and cyanolichens: can they
enhance availability of essential minerals for higher plants? Great Basin Naturalist 53:
59-72.

18. Kleiner, E. F. & K. T. Harper, 1972. Environment and community organization in
grasslands on Canyonlands National Park. Ecology 53(2): 299-3009.

19. Kleiner, E. F. & K. T. Harper, 1977. Soil properties in relation to cryptogamic
groundcover in Canyonlands National Park. Journal of Range Management 30: 202-
205.

20. Klopatek, J. M., 1992. Cryptogamic crusts as potential indicators of disturbance in
semi — arid landscapes. In: D. H. McKenzei, D. E. Hyatt, and V. J. McDonald (eds).
Ecological Indicators. Elsevier Applied Science, New York.

21. Mitchell, D. J. & M. A. Fullen, 1994. Soil — forming processes on reclaimed
desertified land in north — central China. In: A. C. Millington and K. Pye (eds).



Y 0 A e s s e bRt ettt e e en Jl}@WuL@j@fLerclfw;}ubsm)f

Environmental change in dry - lands: biogeographical and geomorphological
perspectives. John Wiley, New York.

22. Nimis, P .L., C. Scheidegger & P. A. Wolseley, 2002. Monitoring with Lichens -
Monitoring Lichens. - NATO Science Series. 1V. Earth and Environmental Sciences. 7,
Kluwer Academic Publishers. Dordrecht. The Netherlands.

23. Olsen, S. R,, C. W. Colw, F. S. Watanabe & L. A. Dean, 1954. Estimation of
available phosphorus in soils by extraction with sodium bicarbonate. U. S. Department
of Agriculture. ARC publication.

24. Peters, G. A., R. E. Jr. Toia, H. E. Calvert & B. H. Marsh, 1986. Lichens to Gunnera
with emphasis on Azolla. Plant Soil 90: 17-34.

25. Rychert, R. C. & J. Skujins, 1974. Nitrogen fixation by blue-green algae-lichens
crusts in the Great Basin desert. Soil Science Society of America Proceedings 38:768-
771.

26. Sparks, D. L., 1996. Methods of soil analysis. Part 3, chemical methods. Soil
Society of America, Inc. American Society of Agronomy Inc.

27. Tongway, D. & J. A. Ludwig, 1990. Vegetation and soil patterning in semi - arid
mulga lands of eastern Australia. Australian Journal of Ecology 15: 23-34.



A I SN VYAP leaal o9 o les [ ol Jlw (g yo (sl (sole aloxs

Effects of Cryptogams on soil chemical properties
A. Tavili' & M.Jafari®

Abstract

Arid environments often support a low cover of vascular plants, which provide a
niche for non-vascular plants such as mosses and lichens. In these environments,
bryophytes and lichens are the principal visual components of biological soil crusts.
Available information indicates that biological soil crusts contribute to a variety of
ecological functions. The present study was carried out in Qara Qir ranges of Golestan
province in order to find the effects of non — vascular plants (mosses and lichens) on
soil chemical characteristics. For this purpose, soil sampling was performed in crusted
and non-crusted areas at depths of 0-5 and 5-20 cm. Properties of Ec, pH, OC, N, P, K,
Na, Ca, Mg, and CI related to crusted and non-crusted soils were compared using
independent t test. Results indicated that in 0-5 cm layer pH, OC, N (P’'0.01) and P
(P'0.05) were significantly different in encrusted and uncrusted soils while in 5-20 cm
layer only OC and N showed significant differences (P’0.01). Crusted soils had higher
levels of OC, N and P.

Key words: Cryptogam, Lichen, Moss, Soil properties, Rangeland, Qara Qir, Golestan
province
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