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Relative palatability of plant species for camel in southwest of Birjand desert area
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Abstract
One of the most important aspects in rangeland management science is palatability

and plant selection while grazing which plays an important role in determining
condition, capacity and rangeland tendency. On the one hand, palatability is relative and
the collection of present plant species in a field is studied with a certain type of
livestock. So far, no written results have been reported about the seasonal changes in
camels grazing tendency. Considering lack of enough information about camel food in
different seasons and importance of determining palatable species in correct utilize of
rangeland, it's really necessary to do this research. In this regard, this research is
preformed in Sarchah Ammary, a desert region located in South west of Birjand, to
recognize palatable plant species from domestic point of view and expanding their
growing in the region. For this purpose in study area in three different periods (spring,
autumn and summer), feeding minutes method was used and plant selection was studied
with regard to 5 camels. In this technique; an animal was closely followed for 30 min
during feeding. Data were analyzed by helping SPSS 11.5 software. The results showed
that among the available plant species Seidlitzia rosmarinus was remarkably the most
utilized specie during all season. Also, Tamarix ramosissima in spring was the second
specie that chosen by the livestock and in autumn it has been eaten remarkably by
livestock and other species was rarely eaten in three seasons. Comparing palatability in
different seasons shows that there is no seasonal difference in plant species selection by
camel.

Key words: palatability, feeding minutes method, camel grazing rangelands, Birjand.
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