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Deter mining relative frequency of leukoedema and evaluation of its
risk factorsin patientsreferring to the Department of Oral Medicine
in Isfahan Faculty of Dentistry

Parichehr Ghalaiani, Farimah Sardari’, Fatemeh Basij

Abstract

Introduction: Leukoedema is a chronic condition of the oral macagh an unknown etiology; its
prevalence has been reported differently in difieitudies. The aim of this study was to determine
the relative frequency of leukoedema and the astgutirisk factors in patientseferring to the
Department of Oral Medicine in Isfahan Faculty adridistry.

Materials and Methods: In this prospective-descriptive study, the oral omac of 404 patients
referring to the Department of Oral Medicine waamined. Data on smoking, unusual habits (cheek
biting and use of hot drinks) and systemic diseasgse recorded based on a checklist. Data was
analyzed by chi-squared test and Fisher’s testquSIRSS prograna (= 0.05).

Results: The relative frequency of leukoedema was 23%. Megnof the subjects was 31.56%.
There was a significant relationship between thiatree frequency of leukoedema and smoking,
cheek chewing and habitual drinking of hot liqui@isvalue < 0.001). In addition, a significant
relationship was observed between leukoedema fneguand anemia (p value = 0.022).

Conclusion: Leukoedema was more prevalent in male, in 20-39grgap, and anemic patients.
Habitual cheek chewing and hot drinks were riskdecfor leukoedema. Smoking seems to have the
greatest role in leukoedema, intensifying the efféother factors.

Key words. Leukoedema, Prevalence, Risk factor.

Recelved: 11 Dec, 2010 Accepted: 22 Feb, 2011

Address. Postgraduate Student, Department of Orad Medicine, School of Dentistry, Isfahan
University of Medica Sciences, Isfahan, Iran.

Email: drsardari_farimah@yahoo.com

Journal of Isfahan Dental School 2011; 7(1): 24-30.

WA Gl N oyl Voo 90 (lgdusl (Sl a(ylada ousiinly dlas Yo



