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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to assess natural sustainability in peasant farming system and its determinants.
The target population in this research was include all farmers in Behbahan county (7314} with less than 10
hectare land that a number of 208 people were selected by systematic sampling method among farmers of 38
villages of this county. A questionnaire used for collected data. The result of study showed that there are positive
correlation between farmers’ literacy, extension participation, off-farm income, weeding lands, human capital,
social capital and natural sustainability. According to study findings, there are negative correlation between
farmers’ age, family size, land pieces index and amount of natural sustainability. Result of regression showed
that variables “farm lands fertilized by manure”, “consumed pesticides”, “rotated lands”, “lands cultivated by
chisel”, “drained lands”, “total managed lands” and “amount of chemical fertilizer” entered in equation and
explained 44.7% of dependent variable variance.

Keywords: sustainable agriculture, natural sustainability, peasant farming system, land fragmentation,
Behbahan County.,
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