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Bo: Basioccipital; Epo: Epiotic; Exo:
Exoccipital; Fr:  Frontal; lo: Infraorbital
element; La: Lacrimal; Le: Lateral ethmoid;
Mp: ventral masticatory plate; Me: Median
ethmoid; Pro: Prootic; Ps: Parasphenoid; Pto:
Pterotic; Pts: Pterosphenoi; Soc:
Supraoccipital; Sp: Sphenotic; VVo: Vomer.
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An; Angular; Den: Dentray; Mx: Maxillary; Pmx: Premaxillary; Rar: Retroarticular.
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Ect: Ectopterygoid; Hm: Hyomandibulare; lop: Interopercle; Mpt: Metapterygoid; Op: Opercle; Pal:
Palatine; Pop: Preopercle; Q: quadrate; Sop: Subopercle; Sym: symplectic.
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Bhy: Basihyal; Chy: Ceratohyale; Ehy: Epihyal; Hhy: Dorsal and ventral hypohyal; lhy: Interhyal; Uhy:

Urohyal; Bbr: Basibranchial; Cbr:

Inphrapharyngobranchial.
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Bp: Basipterygium; CI: Cleitherum; Cor: Coracoid; Ptm: Posttemporal; Rad: Radial; Sca: Scapula; Scl:

Supracleithrum.
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Epu: Epural; Hpl-5: Hypural plates 1-5; Ns:
Neural spine; Phyp: Parhypural; HS: Hemal
spine; Dpc: Dorsal procurrent cartilage; Vpc:
Ventral procurrent cartilage plate.
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Abstract

The Caspian bighead goby (Ponticola gorlap), a member of the family Gobiidae, is found on the southern
Caspian Sea basin. Since little information is available about the skeletal structure of this species, therefore, this
study was conducted to describe its detailed skeletal structure in the southern Caspian Sea. For this purpose, a
total of 17 specimens were collected from Sefid River by electrofishing device. After anesthesia, they were
fixed into 10% buffered formalin, and for osteological examination, they were cleared and stained and, their
bony characteristics were described in detail. The results showed that Iranian populations of this species can be
identified by having traits, including sharp point of the lateral ethomoid, lack of the nasal, separation of the
horizontal part from the vertical part of the premaxilary, presence of an ascending process in the dentary and
separation of the symplectis and metapterygoid.
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