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A Case Report of Primary Amyloidosis with 
Prominent Hepatic Involvement
MJ. Zahedi, MD1., S. Darvish Moghaddam, MD1., 
A. Abdi Rad, MD2

1. Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine, 2. Assistant 
Professor of Pathology, Kerman University of Medical 
Sciences andHealth Services, Kerman, Iran

Primary amyloidosis is a rare disorder 
wihich is diagnosed by extracellular deposition of 
proteinaceousmaterial in different organs. In this 
report, a case of this disease with prominent 
hepatic involvement ispresented. The case is a 63 
years old male who refered with abdominal 
enlargement, weight loss,generalized pruritus, 
anorexia and vague abdominal pain started from 
six months ago. On physicalexamination 
excoriation mark and hepatomegaly with liver 
span about 20cm were noted. 
Jaundice,splenomegaly, ascitis, edema and skin 
lesions were absent. Based on laboratory report 
there were anincrease in alkaline phosphatase 3 
times above the normal range and mild elevation 
inaminotransferases. Proteinuria was 2.7 grams in 
24hr urine collection. Liver biopsy revealed 
homogenousand amorphous deposition of 
extracellular material with green birefrengence in 
congo red staining .Therefore the diagnosis of 
primary amyloidosis after exclusion of other 
causes was confirmed.

Journal of Kerman University of Medical Sciences, 
2000; 7(3): 152-156
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References

1.Bion E, Brenard R, Pariente EA,et al. 
Sinusoidal portal hypertension in hepatic 
amyloidosis.Gut1991; 32(2): 227-230. 
2Bradstock K, Clancy R, Uther J, BastenA and 
Richards J. The successful  treatment of primary 
amyloidosis with intermittent chemotherapy.Aust 
NZ JMed1978; 8(2): 176-179.
3.Breathnach SM and Black MM. Systemic 
amyloidosis and the skin: a review with special 
emphasis on clinical features and therapy.Clin 
Exp Dermatol 1979; 4(4): 517-536.
4.Cohen A and Skinner M. Amyloidosis of the 
liver. In: Schieff L and Schieff E (Eds). Schieff 
textbook of liver disease. 7thed., Philadelphia, J. 
B. Lippincott Co.,1993; pp1465- 1476.

5.Faa G, Van Eyken P, DeVos R, et al.Light 
chain deposition disease of theliver associated 
with AL-type amyloidosis and severe 
cholestasis.J Hepatol1991;12(1): 75-82.
6.Fried MW. The liver in systemic illness, 
Amyloidosis. In: Zakim O and Boyer TO(Eds). 
Hepatology a textbook of liver disease. 3rded., 
Philadelphia, W.B.Saunders Co., 1996; pp1711-
1713.
7.Gertz MA and Kyle RA. Response of primary 
hepatic amyloidosis to melphalanand prednisone: 
a case report and review of the literature.Mayo 
Clin Proc 1986; 61(3): 218-223.
8.Goenka MK, Bhasin DK, Vasisth RK and 
Dhawan S. Hepatic amyloidosis presenting with 

server intrahepatic cholestasis.J Clin Gastroenterol1996; 23(2): 134-136

Archive of SID

www.SID.ir



��

9.Holmgren G, Steen L, Ekstedt J,et al. Biochemical effect of liver  transplantation in two Swedish patients
with familial amyloidotic polyneuropathy. Clin Genet1991; 40(3): 242-246.

10.Iwata T, Hoshii Y, Kawano H, et al. Hepatic amyloidosis in Japan: histological and morphometric analysis based on 
amyloid proteins.Hum Pathol 1995; 26(10): 1148-1153.
11.Kyle RA and Bayrd ED. Amyloidosis:Review of 236 Cases.Medicine1975; 54(4): 271-299.
12.Kyle RA, Greipp PR, Garton JP and Gertz MA. Primary systemic amyloidosis:Comparison of melphalan/prednisone 
versus colchicine.Am J Med1985; 79(6): 708-716.
13.Kyle RA, Greipp PR and O'Fallon WM. Primary systemic amyloidosis: Multivariate analysis for prognostic factors 
in 168 cases.Blood1986; 68(1): 220-224.
14.Kyle RA, Wagoner RD and Holley KE. Primary systemic amyloidosis: Resolution of the nephrotic syndrome with 
melphalan and prednisone.Arch Intern  Med1982; 142(8): 1445-1447.
15.Remy AJ, Perney P, Bourat L, et al. Amyloidosis of the Gallbladder. Gastroenterol Clin Biol1995; 19(2):215-217.
16.Sherlock S and Dooley J. Nutritional and metabolic liver diseases. In: Sherlock Sand Dooley J (Eds). Diseases of the 
liver and biliary system. 10th ed., London, Blackwell Science Co., 1997; pp442-445.
17.Thiele DL and Eigenbrodt EH. Hepatic manifestations of systemic disease. In: Feldman M and Sleisenger M(Eds).

Sleisenger textbook of gastrointestinal and liver disease. 6thed., Philadelphia, W.B. Saunders Co., 1998; 
pp1391-1395.
18.Van Thiel DH, Nadir A, Hassanein T and Wright HI. Simultaneous right-sided volume overload and left-sided 
hypovolemia in a man with massive ascitis and a hydrothorax.Am J Gastroenterol1995; 90(3): 478-81.

Archive of SID

www.SID.ir


