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Summary
A Case of Human 
Linguatula Serrata 
Infestation in Kashan
A. Yeganeh Moghadam, 
PhD.1, SA. Talari, PhD.2, 
R. Dehghani, MSc.3
1. Assistant Professor of ENT 
2. Associate Professor of 
Parasitology, 3. Instructor of 
Parasitology, Kashan 
University ofMedical Sciences 
and health Services, Kashan, 
Iran

Linguatula serrata,an 
ectoparasite, belonging to the 
arthropods order, has diverse 
forms of adult,nymph and 
larva. It causes pentastomiasis 
and respiratory tract disorder 
in reptiles or carnivorus 
andherbivorous mammals and 

rarely human. Human might be 
involved in case of consuming 
raw or semicooked liver of 
animals. The infestation may 
lead to acute pharyngitis, 
dysphagia, vomiing, 
nasaldischarge, a human 
infestation is usually the result 
of consumption of raw or semi 
cooked animal livercarrging 
lings. Human infestation 
usually occurs through 
nostrils, throat and sinuses. 
The clinicalmanifestations are 
pharyngitis, nausea, vomiting, 
pharyngial irritation severe 
cough and rinitis 
(morrarasyndrome). The 
choice of treatment is surgery 
and removal of parasite and 
using antihistamines. This is
acase report of a 30-year old 
woman from Hassan-Abad, 
Kashan, presented with the 
typical symptoms ofthe disease 
after eating raw sheep liver. 
Diagnosis was made after 
removal of the nymph parasite 
from thetonsile 
morgin.Linguatula serratawas 
cofirmed to be the cause after 
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morphologic study in the 
laboratory. 

Journal of Kerman University 
of Medical Sciences, 2001; 
8(3): 175-178
key words: Linguatula 
serrata,Pentastomiasis, 
Marrara, Kashan 
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