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Summary

Hearing Loss in Diabetic Patients Referring to Kerman Diabete Center and its
Association with Diabetic Foot

Mozaffari-nia K, MD 1 . and Darigani M, MD 2.

1. Assistant Professor of ENT, 2. Resident of ENT, Kerman University of Medical
Sciences and Health Services, Kerman, Iran



In this study the effect of NIDDM on hearing of patients is investigated. 130

diabetic patients and 100 healthy persons as control group were selected. Diabetic
patients divided into two groups: the NIDDM patients and diabetic foot patients.
Both groups were examined and tested by audiologist. Audiometric tests included:
PTA, Impedance audiomerty, SRT and SDS. PTA was measured in 250, 500, 1000
2000 400tind 8000 Hz. Hearing thresholds were classified to low frequencies (250,
500, 1000 200 <& high frequencies (4000and 8001 Then hearing thresholds in
two groups were compared with each other using t-test. P values less than 0.05 were
considered significant. In low frequencies 3.5 db and in high frequencies 11.5 db
discrepancy in thersholds were detected that is significant statistically. The mean of

in £ 9.4 in diabetic group and 12.6 £ 3.7 thershold at all frequencies was 18.6

control group, which indicates relationship between hearing loss and diabetes. There
was no difference in hearing loss between diabetic patients and diabetic foot patients
and hearing loss was higher in high frequencies. As duration of the disease increases,
hearing loss increases accordingly. Quantitative mean of SDS was 99% that showed
central auditory system is intact. There was no significant change in hearing of right
and left ear. In different age groups there was also not any significant change in

hearing

Key words: Hearing loss, Diabetes mellitus (type II), Diabetic foot, Kerman
Journal of Kerman University of Medical Sciences, 2002 9(3): 146-152
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