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SUMMARY

One of the problems arising from the Land Reform of 1342 and still
remaining is the existance of small and scattered farmlands. During the last
three decades, efforts were made (o overcome this problem, including through
the formation of agricultural shared partnerships, rural cooperatives of
production, and agricultural joint ownerships. From the beginning of 1370’
there has been a renewed interest in rural cooperatives of production. In
recent years, these cooperatives have been considered as the axis of
agricultural development by Iranian Ministry of Agriculture.In this study, the
productivity of the factors of production in rural cooperatives of Hamadan
Province has been studied, Then compared with the performance of small
producers in control villages. The necessary data has been collected on the
basis of a questionaire. For the estimation of quantitative relationships
between variables, econometric procedures as well as softwares like TSP,
SPSS and QPRO were used. The results indicated that the adoption of
mechanized farming practices in cooperatives, specifically land leveling and
planting, and also the provision of continuous educational-extension services
by experts have increased the productivity of the factors of production in rural
cooperatives as compared with small landholdings in control villages.

Key word : Small farms , Scattered farms , Consolidation , Rural cooperatives .

Productivity.



