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A critique on Atriplex canescens planting in rangelands of
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Abstract

Shrub seedling with Atriplex canescens had been a common technique of range improvement for
more than three decades in Iran. It seems that no sufficient attention has been paid to ecological fitness
of this species at planting time. Also, no monitoring has been done to show this exotic plant's impacts
on native plants and soil after planting. This paper aimed to point out ecological view for this
introduced exotic plant to natural lands. We provided a brief review on history of presence of this
species in rangeland of Iran and some relevant investigations, and then we critique some items such as
adaptation of this species, managing aspects, replacement species, impacts on native plants and soil
and for recent item results of case study are presented. Based on many years experiences about
planting of this species in Iran, lack of propagation and adaptation, no fitness with the most rangelands
of Iran and appearing some negative impacts on native plants and soil, it seems that proper lands for
Atriplex planting are quite restricted in Iran. Thus, it proposed that more attention must be paid to
environmental circumstances and ecological nature of this species and use of native species is
recommended.

Keywords: Atriplex canescens; Shrub seedling; Rangelands; Adaptation



