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Abstract

Biological evidence for occurrence of sibling species in Sycophila mellea (Curtis) (Hymenoptera:
Eurytomidae) in U.K, parasitoids of Tetramesa spp (Hymenoptera: Eurytomidae) in Poacea. The
taxanomic status of Sycophila mellea (Curtis) species complex (Hymenoptera: Eurytomidae), reared
on Tetramesa linearis (Walker) and T. brevicornis (Walker) feeding in the grasses: Elymus repens
(Viv) and Festuca rubra (L.) respectively, were investigated using mate-choice experiment study. The
results of mate choice experiments show that there was an important reproductive barrier between S.
mellea (ex: T. linearis and ex: T. brevicornis) and mating between members of S. mellea (ex: T.
linearis and T. brevicornis) was shown to be non random and demonstrated highly developed
discrimination. In conclusion, the results of mate choice study strongly suggest that members of S.
mellea (ex: T. linearis and T. brevicornis) represent different taxa.

Keywords: Parasitoids wasps; Sibling .species; Mate choice; Eurytomidae; Tetramesa; Sycophila
mellea



