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Study of feed tossing behavior in cows using a wire cable
emplaced in front of manger
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and Natural Resources, Iran, *M.Sc. student, Dept. of Animal Science, Gilan University, Iran

Abstract

This experiment was conducted to evaluate a new method for decreasing feed tossing by dairy
cows. 45 lactating dairy cows were randomly allocated to three treatments: two groups had a cable in
front of their manger (located 40 cm away from feeding fence and 80 or 70 cm above the standing
floor of cows), the other group was without cable above their manger (control). One week after fixing
the cables, feed tossing behavior of cows was directly observed during morning feeding of a total
mixed ration for 10 days. Backward and forward tossing behaviors were recorded for each group and
means were compared between groups using analyze of variance. There was a highly significant
difference between groups in both backward and forward tossing behaviors (P< 0.01). Both groups
with cables above their manger showed significantly (P< 0.01) lower feed tossing behavior (22 and 20
vr. 52 times backward feed tossing and 9.2 and 4.2.vr. 25.4 for 80 cm and 70 cm cabled treatments and
control respectively), but height of cable (80 or 70 ¢m) had no significant (p> 0.05) effect on these
behaviors. This experiment showed that feed tossing behavior, therefore, feed waste and feed cost of
cows can be decreased using wire cable in front of manger.

Keywords: Cow; Manger; Feed tossing.
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