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A study on biological and ecological attributes of coot (fulica atra)
in wetlands of northern Iran
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Abstract

A study was conducted on population of coot in three important wetlands in northern Iran.
Important biological and ecological attributes of birds and their habitats were studied at each study
site. The wetlands were Anzali, Freydon kenar and Gomishan located at Southwest, South central and
Eastern Caspian Sea respectively. Comparison of ecological factors such as habitat size, water depth,
volume of emergent and submerged plants, level of population and hunting pressure showed that
Freydon kenar was the poorest wetland followed by Gomishan and Anzali.70 number coots hunted
and their attributes studied.The proportion of intestine length to body length was 3.6 and average body
weights were 660 and 570 gr for males and females, respectively. 50 percent of the weight of carcass
was useful for meal. Birds had low fat reserves at all the three study sites and they were omnivorous.
They eat mostly water plants (54 percent), conch and gravel (46 percent).
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