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ABSTRACT

Salsola sp. known as shoor or shooreh in most parts of the country, arc
annual or perenmal plants from Chenopodiaceac family. In desert regions.
especially in northern margins of Iranian central desert Sulsola sp. are available
and extended from 1000 m above sea level altitudes. These plants are resistant
to drought conditions and tolerate relative salinity of soils. In Semnan
province, 13 species of this genus were collected and determined among which
six were annual and seven perennial. The most important genera of Salsola in
this region based on their role in supplying forage and in green cover
composition of ranges. were S. arbuscoliformis, S. rigida cf Orientalis and S.
arbuscula. Although some annual species like S kali have shown special
abilities 1n forage production under harsh conditions in many parts of the
world. this study was carried out to determine Salsola characteristics in Iran. In
ranges of arid regions, especially in winter grazing ranges of Semnan province,
Sulsola sp. 1s an important component of green cover. Animal husbanderers.
cspecially nomads believe that Salsola plays a role by providing salt for
domestic anumals 1in addition to 1its essential role as a forage in grazing cycle
from ranges. Usually in ranges with Salsola, a part of grazing time that
ordinarily 1s at the end of the day will be devoted to these ranges. Domestic
animals would graze and take needed salts from these plants so that there is no
nced for putting salt stones in the area. This part of grazing 1s effective in
health of hivestock nutrition and helps the shepherd to lead the herds toward
watering places. Protein and dry matter production of some Salsola sp. 1s
considerable and can be compared with Medicago sativa

Key words: Salsola. Dry regtons, Rangelands. I'orage. Domestics, Salt,
Nutrition. Health




