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Asistant prof.of Islamic Azad University-Rasht branch

Received : 5/4/2003

ABSTRACT

Drought is a silent phenomenon of the nature which occurs at global scale
level but acts at local scale. This phenomenon is observed in vast zone of Iran with
different forms, or may be occurred in the future. It will bring limitation, decrease
and dificite fresh water resource, limitation of crop yield and noncrop yield, changes
time and location to increase and decrease precepitation, increase of
evapotraspiration etc. :
This phenomenon causes non natural equilibrium at regional and zonal scale. The
results of this phenomenon are environmental pollutions, speies change, wetland
drying, increase of diseases, poverty and famine. The progress is slow-moving with
negative effects. The droughts are classified as: meteorological, hydrological,
agricultural based on social, economic and environmental impacts.
Several approaches can be used to assess the severity of drought.
For study, this paper used description-analysis, Normal Percent Index (willike-1994)
- method. So, for statistic calculation and mapping, aridity index and time series from
Minitab14.2, winsurfer8 software (GIS) were applied.
Result of this research has showed that plain and coastal areas are in drought
condition and hilly lands and mountainous area are in wet condition.

Key words: Drought, Guilan, Normal Percent Index .



