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9- Active erosional dunes
10- Erg
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1- Landscapes

2- Topography

3- Dynamical

4- Morphological cycle of dunes
5- Simple

6- Composite

7- Complex

8- Active depositional dunes
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11- Crescent dunes
12- Barchans

13- Reversing dunes
14- Linear dunes
15- Seif

16- Star dunes
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17- Prebarchanic landforms
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19- Linear or elongate dunes
20- Simple linear dunes (seif)
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18- Transverse dunes
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22- Upwind part
23- Downwind part
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21- Composite form (silk)
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ABSTRACT

Common landforms of Iranian desert zones landscapes are sandy deserts and
sand dunes, which cover considerable area of Iranian deserts. These are called ergs.
One of these ergs is Kharturan Erg with an area of about 200000 hectares that is
located in North East of Iran. The geomorphology studies have been done on
Kharturan Erg with morphological view points on sand dunes and the prevailing
wind direction. These studies have shown that Kharturan Erg has the active
depositional dunes structure and it has two types of sand dunes:1- Crescent and
transverse chains, 2- Linear or elongate dunes.
The first type contains: a) “prebarchanic landform”, b) “barchans”, c) “transverse
dunes” and the second type contains a) “simple linear dunes (Seif)” and b)
“composite forms (silk)”.
From the view point of spatial distribution, the simple sand dunes are located in the
marginal parts of Erg including prebarchanic, barchanic and Seif. The composite
sand dunes have occupied the central part of mentioned Erg.

Key words: linear dunes, transverse dunes, Kharturan Erg, prebarchanic, prevailing
wind, morphology.



