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Children’s Appraisal of Interparental Conflict, and their Psychopathological
Symptoms: An Investigation of Mediating and Moderating Mechanisms

Fatemeh Gharehbaghy*, Maryam Aguilar-Vafaie?, Abbas Ali’Allahyary®

Abstract

Objectives: The present study represents an attempt to
explain the mechanisms by which, parental conflict, a
stressful life event in children's lives, may have an impact
on children's psychological health. For this purpose,
besides examining predictive relationships between in-
dependent and criterion variables, we also evaluated the
mediating and moderating interactions of three important
variables, children's appraisals of parental conflict and
emotional security in the family and their emotional
coping strategies, indicative of perceived insecurity in the
family, in the prediction of children's psychopathological
symptoms. Method: This research used a stratified random
sampling procedure with 413 fifth-grade primary school-
children in the city of Tehran (220 girls & 193 boys).To
assess children’s perceived emotional security in the family,
their emotional copingstrategies and their perception of
parental conflict, the Security In the Family System
(SIFS) Scale and.the Children’s Perception of Interparental
Conflict (CPIC) Scale was-administered to them. To assess
children’s affective and behavioral difficulties, mothers
and teachers answered the Strengths and Difficulties
Questionnaire (SDQ). Results: Findings reveal a significant
relationship between the children’s feeling of insecurity
in the family as well as children’s appraisal of interparental
conflicts on children’s affective and behavioral symptoms
(p<0.01). In addition, the mediating role of appraisal in the
relation between emotional security and affective symptoms,
the mediating role of the emotional reaction in relation to
conflict appraisal with the psychopathological symptoms
of the child, as well as the interactional role of emotional
insecurity and child appraisal of parental conflicts, were
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confirmed. Conclusion: Results indicate that in the context
of parental conflict, children’s appraisal of interparental
conflict is a risk or vulnerability factor and family emotional
security is a protective factor for children’s psycho-
pathological symptoms.

Key words: interparental conflict; behavior; psycho-
pathological symptoms

[Received: 15 December 2007; Accepted: 7 April 2008]

ible lii i slaalis il 5 anlS 4o g s fole
Cal O 545 5yl 4

sl ablie — b5l = ezl ¢ s Ole 2SazST 10 5l gunds”
ok, — Sl @»LM;_,:MT Gl tosl gl 53 s

[VAVANA e 5 ds NYAZ/A/YF alie 3L 5]

AU S sba ol B 4wl o ise b aslole L
$las SO 6T (659 555 e 5 i llly Lol
Sl 534S 5 e 553 Al b on ST S
B8 s IS G Olpen sl gl as 8 slaw 2
33V Y 018 5 0l s S 555
asly 5 o2 b Lgy 53 (255l S wosl gl 4l oyl
JoB el ol Sl e PH I (‘JS@A} 35550 ety oas
slmplai oy b 55 (V880) 7y iy s o S
2 L i 53 1 el gl slasl slagaly o lise s
S 534S 5,8 o s Gosen |y s sl s
Tl ki S5 sba (AST  ddy Lauly ) Sl ooy ol
Ml oSl 53 108 o 1l ol bl Jaseatl
.L.ZJJ{J‘KI;L"r.g.aL;La)\ﬂj\égQ\MQl?aL;)LéJ
2o et 0S8 Sl
SRealS 5 s 323 5 508 (81 ,2) O Ky )
NS is iy 3 031 sls oL IS 2 s 4 (VARA
RealS 5 s 5 Alasst s oS8T S ol b uT
i 5 J ol (BST) 7 Sl sl i s (Lrolan)
0858 " L) (Seds o B eslsls glaplls
ol )3 sl plesml i Sl 55585 2 5 Ly o
2563 1) (el baleasS o dST plly 5 S5 S Ol
s 53le 5oy Olos sl s e S esl Sl Glaldl L

1- Cummings 2- Davies

3- Campbell 4- Grych

5- Fincham

6- cognitive contextual framework

7- Fosco 8- contextual factors
9- transactional theory of stress

10- Lazarus 11- Folkman

12- Launier 13- primary appraisal
14- secondary appraisal 15- coping

16- Harold 17- Miles

18- family systems theory ~ 19- Emery

20- principle of holism 21- Mikulincer

22- Florian 23- Cowan

24- Bronfenbrenner
26- emotional security theory
27- Bowlby

25-ecological systems theory

EPRVTS
U sl gl b Sl sy diy AT 5 s 0SS
L oy Lagliby, Jrite (slaod uds Wl L4 oo
LSS S (e TS 5 g Kl S)
oIl Ol ESGa S 51 eS s Jlisas S (g b
Olpead Sl (ol ladnT 3y ST L 0SS
(1890) *plis 5T € S ol o Sl el Laeanl
ORI YT U PROVEE Y gy Y
33 e s p g BSGi S 5S4 S sla oL
Sl 0l 65558 sla g Bl g b i SsS s
4 el i BU e (1) 85 7S
Oyt s el 5 Sl s 1) gl AT 8
ool c(Wlas oo 5 1mmme A5le) Lol sl S 5
65358 o S5y 5 (3l ils Slowa o A5le) ool 4l
S el 3 dilods atlis 2aS (i 5 o 3l A5Le)
VoSt s el el ladsle (S S el L
s L5 08VA) T Yy e Y ((14A4)
Sy a8 i s ade e 3 )3 su T3 &) pons
313l 355 Slimn 65755 anT 3 T s U5
oMl b Ldg Ol e sl o) (ob5ol 51 ey Wrﬁ b
j@,_sq)u&\,@uw,ﬁ“;QOT)U,W@G
. S U (ISP P | P RN e
3 ol sl sl (Gla s (S5 ST Sl b5l
Lo oy oized pllly gla 2SaiS oly claide ¢Sy
Sls b adaly 53 OS5 S sla oL, laawly 25 )
22 6 Sy 5 ol e ( (B3 udl Slaslis b ol Ols
e il s Tl g 2 Wles S Cyle 0S5 5
sl 031 5L gLz o 5 s SIS (Bl ule
Ol gean 1y cpdls Ol e Vsl gl (slapllsi oy i
St e 2315 S (Kol Gl e b
a5 ) GoblST o) (V8T GRS 5 s Mg )
IS G Ol sl il U g sgda s I S S Jool



o3l Bl 53 Gl sl

e sl s sLa S Connl s o s 5 OS5 5
S ey e G o 1 Sle) 5 e ol Ll
DA S 5 ML) Sl 330 s e 5 alaly e
(Sledauly e 31 055057 6l 088V [ eS 4
5 ale) diph 3557 s il O s 85 SN I (S1a5 gares
Aol s ey e gl adslae 5 (V (VMY (S
5oy ol ps) 5L 5 ke il ke oS 2y iy
N Y PR U SR S e3> atslee s (Y (Uil ails
Wils 3525 O juee) AL SV e oSt
Al o e (il ite g adslae s (F (Ui
(Asl adls 5525 o yoens) il SSDe e 0SSy
A bots s i S 53 b s e ol 1.0 2D
dalne 53 L S o ey e ST s i
L osd S oo dolan b awslie 5> (2niln 05a3T L poler
Sl e O goron | odiS s gla e 35 Ole
O Sl 1 pdB Aty Sla i adoen ¢ it
5 Jis e S it S S8 ol i
o 2l 53 pl b ol b Jal s 5 0SS
S ol 5 s e 53 0 ol 1L
(rS) 3 Al ls tae 53 ol e B 15 e

(P ) (e Pulpaen s Tl dplonis

V\gﬂ\

Wly e 4 .

Lg\édaw‘} e

w9 OIL) Skl o (o (55T G o pLpTHO -] ST
(1941

1- Kouros 2- Papp

3- El-Sheikh 4- Buckhalt
5- Keller 6- Acebo

7- Mize 8- Rutter

9- developmental systems perspective

10- Coon 11- Carey

12- Corley 13- Fulker

14- Maziade 15- Resnick
16- Ireland 17- Borowsky
18- Coie 19- Baron

20- Kenny 21- Holmbeck
22- Judd 23- moderator variables

24- Jouriles 25- McDonald

Ol oty 55 ol S0 07355 503 Ol 4 .l oo
S5 4 S - uly (Saeds adaly 53 Sy d2sl el ol
GRonlS ca b ol 5 Calem 53 Kol 5 il
o2l el (glalaaly 2 (Yo oV) 'Ol 5 sy S
Sla 2SS Ol daly 53 1) 03l gl 53 &S558 Sl
03 S Aol TS gl - Sl NS b o 550
eSO Olpeas o5l sl iSeaS oS Wsls olis obT
Flmr () o) 2l Ll (o el Jole
S =) el 05787 (6,8 5l IS 4 (S5 S
S Lsls 0l 55 (V) T 5 Kals &8 e
L iStS Bl adal; o855 557 Jlons imll ol
23 IS G o e 1 OS5 S Ol g5 5 (0 5505
— e B L 5 LS S Olest Sl 5 kS
52253l & 1) T Cans oas 5> Shee 5 olaz|
38 A eFld byl el 93 Ol g or (LU rmn
Jalse Olgieas 1y o3l 5l 53 Sl ol 5 o lllg oyl 1
85 53 5 oSS S L a5 Bblows 5 e
53088 51, (8 T 5 e (s it =)
Ol e Sy il 53 ot 3 S0 05 Ol
b SRS, IS Al 5 n e Llons fal o S 5 50
sxban e 5 (S0 e oy STl 5 ST s
K3 by NI 15,5 ) Sl 1 Olajen
Sy st & Wil o (g ks Julse 31 EL 1 5 p S e
Joolse 5l (5 A o s ea b el 55 5 68
SO ke gt Sl S5 Joli il e
s slaaas 5 (148Y TSI, 8l
Pl el g 5 o s (V480 (O, 5 5L
(s a3 03l S 53 eia el dhar ¢ olaz]
Solsls by, s Salpls KT la 1SS (G
Wilodd azails (6,51 Jgow b ol o 5 461 S Colem b 05
Lilowe Jalge (Yoo P Y g5 T ad ot e )
S a1 ) ST (5 e IS 1 51 8
ErS) Sl e s Ol (148Y S
3 Bl S) Sloen el ay i (Yo ¥ 0L S
23 oo Gl 3, S5 55 5 (Y4 V 0L S
Gl S, (VAAY ,51)) eSsy 7wl T
AST gladauly la,l8 g5l 28 5 oS dieas (6 et T 3
Slas S8 11y iy ool 1 K558 oS sl

VY
72

6002 3urxdS /1 'ON /ST ‘IOA

R S eI IR LEVVINY




\Al
73

WM g /) o st/ pasil dle

Vol. 15/ No. 1/ Spring 2009

O, Ken 5 e 3 anbl

ES1y30 oS Al S (g 85 S5 ESS 4y g
23558 Gl il 5 pddly ool SIS, S
535S (5L, 5 Sloen O L bLs | s sl sl
BERNU TS SUUN By S D PR SICHM Y. SN S
506 JS Gosn s sl bl 5esY slas g 5T
Ol pee oLy el 3l g 5 48 43 8 by o L
Ol yLast| 55 Waaal iy ¢015 50T 05 Ol ysle 5 01,85 50T
s esls 13

S 5 slaslpl Siass sbesls 655755
A 63

"ol Olas eSSl 3g8 181 i (A1
Gl s obie ol (V98T ploid 5 T o S (CPIC)
i Sl Wl o e b Ol S
= OLSTsS la i 58 5l il gla iSas S
aos Sl el iSai S slal b 2Ses S sla S5
jdi«b&&CQ“LJ‘ﬁdhw@b&ﬁﬂ)ﬁ)Sﬁ;
LT i L LT a0 S5 87 a8l 5 (2SS (gl soma
Sl (s s 5 5 ablie G aTHIS bl olas! Jols)
Shl> e 357 (b 5L 5 Ve w0y 8
Yol )) 4y 8w Sl 35 ey Tl o
S OT Ol e aals 5 ol Giw =kl 5 V=clys b5
slasOlis SV o jed il azdls Ole g Ll s V' Y U 20
J S s phey (8) S Bl s S s
L At S gl gmmn iy LSl 5 e s (55l
el (i padins - (S5 pS T by o Doy S e
So ah 50l zeS Wblie e TL 5 zi Lug
WU 5 s UL LB EL S S ST slae
oS e e VWV 2005 Sl S 55 bk e
3t IAF s ulda S mer 00505 LSl 5 /9 ol
IS s BIG S F s e slao pai 50T
e &1y15 CPIC (sla wlie Ol 51 Lol ob)l s
e ol g 55 SVslas jleds SralS (gl s g lous
Wl ok 03 )4 0o 85 gl Jubos (51 eLide

oLiie ol A(SIFS) "o81 g5l i 38 (sl _pliio (&
Wl g e O o o3l S 1S5S ) (e
Slra ol 4l al p dml g (Y000) e 3 5 o)
S5 LS gnd dlitia) s a4 ole ol ST
L7 mad ddiie iy Sloes el o5l 1 (el 5

1- Children’s Perception of Interparental Conflict Scale
2- Seid 3- Security In the Family System Scale
4- preoccupation

S e € oS e ke
\ oS o hte X oy e

(I I O9b) NS pni utio (56T (Sl g PITLO -1 IS
(1947

035 O bl (ot p Il 4 o6 i e gl 4 5
(gl 8L e Lol IS, 0l o) (o 30 &
slaalis 2als sl Gloma ol cbiloe Sluly o
GR35 ol a2 A p S (ST g i 0SS lac T
a el iy o)l 515558 e oLj)laS es g oyl
OT ¢SS 4 5 €5 555 AT ST6 glablia (sla,(Saly gl
238 065 oy slie T S il 3

o¥9)
—LS\A_E.:.LLgnfﬁjajoj:_&j\unbd)ﬂy.ajfkglﬁ
MQU;_»TJJ\:QT):JM@I?”Q&J&;:W
\V)wcj%ébuﬁcg}))ﬁjuijﬂ—fub
aal3) JLa VAN i o SSLa b Ol e okl oy
wl?&_i\g\};ﬁ\uﬁ.ca_w‘(\\'/'\_?\'/'&:_gw
(Sloms Blsl 5 (So585 Fl Sl 5 s 35 gtalss
a:‘j.;l-s'- LS‘JJJ.:-““ 6@3‘-&)};:‘]1 BL sz,J%'.WT 4.1>-J.a
e 51 Cosliasan il v yie Lo aibie o 1 Coss
OUFTJ‘;J\: BUBTIA ALY Ju)‘.\.ﬁ J\ v.z..i duw% Ol
Sl s OMSis 5 La G Ul asl i s O]
23 Slma gasl s plly gl 2SaiS 0TS L)
df): Al:_ij'-\_au..\_&od.;‘y Q‘)‘}ﬂ—“&‘: Ls‘f. obb.;l?'
OI33aT 15 a3l oy 2 ol 53 Waosls el pliy 3 S
S i oml Ll 65T5,8 0L 55T 5 0 sl
w‘)ﬂé‘ﬁoﬂ;)chaﬁwﬂjh
CJ‘l‘ 33 Cwl 0l 03 p )\54.' ovu{JiM)cW CJUoL;)‘



o3l Bl 53 Gl sl

Fl e 3 OSSO S 5 () 4 e
BN CVIPINE: GENC S i PRNCIR LS L S-W
(52355) 3,13 “ICD-10 5 DSM-IV U padeis jlzel s
Sl AR Fl S SWIT 6,03 (WAD) (p55) 5 o5 .(YAAY
G IRy alie S Sas el 5 ¢SS S
S o S el gy (115 4l iy ol i3 g
L oOSis a5 3 5008 b i ible glaalic
S YO (51515 SDQ ol s &3 oy s OYlees
S eSs s i 1P GUIS YY) s ¥0 5ol
Sl B Sy iy 15 ol o s 0 | (2
s Lo 5 ) =] 3 (oS € o = o y3)
e 5 L g Ul5 o a ((mss £ 55 5B 0 il (Y=l
Gl st 55 Wl OIS o a5 osle e O e
M 5 5 s IS (S iy (o plie § same
0 s 45 Ad 03 s 8 4 (o)l alis Ol gea OVlen b
Jols Slomn laailis HUS™ 55 g v/ OT FLs S Wt
005 1S58 45 Ol ol 5 B3 il Glakilis I (glae samme
goome glis,S GUT i 3 1 /9Y O 35 S ST
ot o) 92 8535 (bl Sladlis gl plie JS
e /YY

O S5 Jdows (olaT sla gy ¢SS Laosls
s o 510 s O o 55 o 5 351050l

basl
5 R n) GLa ke o S S 55 | sz
s e OLaS 1y Ls ke ST Saiien e Sle £ ot

Lled JJ‘J? LJ‘JL_;'AA

o3l Lst 5345 olsy 50l o)lyys &S558 sla SIS
Ssjfufa%‘L;tmg‘gﬂfo)tfj(wﬂ.wéb\:)
LT 05 s ¢S 55 5 03l sl Sl Sl adils, ol
303l 5y sl a9 (i Cin (y13)
3l sla ol 0sls ok (gl &S5 S glablis sla, Sl
S 55l 5 ghtu 5 A 03l 5l 3 Glams alU
M)ﬁ‘\ﬁ(a}_w&_a{.ijwbﬂ\kg)u_&
o3l gl Uty 4 655 58 slazel I ol Sojle (o
V0 3 5 ) 58) Sl g ol e O s
b Wl 10 5V 0558 b5l i (sl SIFS
G5l g S (sl § lem i YY Sls 5 Sl 0k
Cllsee alS™ 5 (o ¥) llins (o 03 ) Gl g0 oo 05 F)
alaios alid 3YL o el wlis aw a5 .Sl (6,05 )
oyl O gy 2 53 el ey (Fl 5 (558 o) US e 0
e 33 g gemsn 5 170 Sl e sl L35 ST T
T Cowsas T VF 2l
bt s ol :SDQ) "I 9 by U195 Aol 3 (&
30U S (Sa 5l sLaddestt by 5 raniw (6l
(18Y 503 58) eSS Ll VP U g OLST5 S amslr
sy 5 0Lyska 5 Olydn LS 5 5aT (6l 48 ds wist L
S s Cmal atasil g wlide o) ol oalizal LB OIS S
(2t I VO U iy OLST5 87 51 (6 5 VIAF e
$1ASF CBs Ly (Si s, aseis gyl OLS 5,8
VLV 1 P Sl il g 5 Ay el Y ol
b (82l 5 I e S sl gladMest s OS5 87
(Yes 0,128 5 5 03,58 03 58) das ot
SDQ 555 o sleias OT (slacy jo 51 0T 05 320l 57 5 03,2
oml 3l OS5 S 5 0lysle 5 LS 58T (sl o (sl o

(N=£1F) g3 (Sl piio Aoyl ST 39~ S

o @S e ol oS e
YA NN Y/AD Y/ Slos e
VATERIER T 2R /00 Ya/0 Somp (b § gamma
AIOF VA /¥ o/\4 oo gl S5y
\EINY Y/ A AIYY P s
YE/A \7And /Y \Y/PY P S5l sae
Y/\4 Ve /Y4 A ible slawlss
/59 /¥ < /F0 \7ARy ok, slaales
YY/OO B/ \ia V1/9f b T il ¢ gazes

1- disengagement 2- Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire

3- Goodman

4- Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (4th. ed.)
5- International Classification of Diseases-tenth. Edition
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