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Exochomus nigromaculatus (Col.:Coccinellidae)
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Abstract

Feeding behavior of Exochomus nigromaculatus was studied. Feeding capacity of each larval stages of
coccinellid was determined under four constant temperatures, 20, 25, 30, and 35°C and 654+5% R.H. and
L/D: 14/10 photoperiod, fed on Aphis nerii. Feeding capacity of adults was counted. During feeding the
larvae and adults of coccinellid pierced the cuticle of the preys and sucked the contents of their bodies.
Food consumption in fact, was increased with rising temperature. Total food consumption, in fact was
changed only slightly with rising temperature and showed that the increase in developmental rate
accompanying a rise in.temperature naturally resulted in higher predation rate, digestion and absorption of
food. Food consumption study of adult coccinellids under laboratory conditions of 30°C, 65+5% R.H. and
L/D: 14/10 photoperiod, revealed that, mean maximum daily feeding rate was 56.4 nymphal stages of
Oleander aphid during four weeks of coccinellid lifetimes.



