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Abstract

Nabis capsiformis Germ. (Heteroptera: Nabidae) and Chrysoperla carnea (Steph.) (Neuroptera:
Chrysopidae) are important predators of Creontiades pallidus Ramber (Het., Miridae). The main purpose of
this study was to determine preference of N. capsiformis and C. carnea to different nymph instars of C.
pallidus. Individual predators wete presented to equal combination of prey nymph stages for 24 hours and
then the numbers of eaten nymphs of each stage were counted. Experiments were carried out in growth
chamber at 26+1'C, 50% RH and a photoperiod of 16:8 (L:D) h. The second instar larvae of C. carnea and
also first to fifth instar nymphs and adult females of N. capsiformis were selected and different nymph
instars of C. pallidus were exposed to above mentioned predators to determine the rate of preference.
Different nymphs of C. pallidus that were used in preference experiments were first, second and third
instars for larvae of C. carnea, second and third instars and adult females of N. capsiformis, first and
second instars for first instar nymphs and second and third instars for fourth and fifth instar nymphs of N.
capsiformis. The results indicated that second instar larvae of C. carnea and second to fifth instar nymphs
and adult females of N. capsiformis preferred the second instar nymphs of C. pallidus for feeding. The
first instar nymphs of N. capsiformis preferred first instar nymphs of C. pallidus for feeding and it may be
due to their (prey and predator) small size.



