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Laboratory rearing and some biological characters of the red palm weevil,

Rhynchophorus ferrugineus (Col., Dryophthoridae) on semi-artificial diet
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Abstract
One of the most important pests of palms is the red palm weevil, RPW, Rhynchophorus

ferrugineus (Olivier). It can cause the death of the trees. In the laboratory, we reared RPW, on
semi-artificial diet for several generations. The adult fed, oviposition period and first larval
fed occurred on freshly sugarcane stems.The second larval stage transferred on semi-artificial
diet through to pupation. Weight of food comsumption, duration and weight of each
developmental stage were determined. Duration-of the life cycle for males and females were
60.00 +£5.37 and 86.41 + 16.5 days, respectively. The average egg production per female was
87.33£16.50, and the greatest number of eggs was laid during the 12-21 days old, and then
declined. The percentage of hatching eggs was 76.71+10.18. In our study, the weight of
laboratory adults were less than the adult's weight collected from field.

Key words: Date palmy. Dryophthoridae, Laboratory rearing, Red palm weevil,

Rhynchophorus ferrugineus.
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Table 1- The constituent of the semi-artificial diet used in rearing the RPW
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Weight (g) Constituent
1000 (Potato) P T
250 (Carrot) @}A
250 (Flour)'s ;|
20 (Glucose) 557518
15 (Agar) 8T
0.1 (Vitamin B) B “.sl
4 (Casein) 558
500 cc (Water) I
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Table 2- The duration of developmental stages of the RPW on semi-artificial diet*

Fertility Adults
Pre-pupa +
Egg Larvae Character
pupa
% Hatching ~ female/Number of eggs Female Male
. .
34115 76.7+10.1 87.3£16.5 8641165  60.053  25.6£3.6  49.1%155 D“mgg“ (day)
2-5) (56-100) (30-119) (71-90) (54-73) (21-30) (27-66) Limits (day)

* These data were taken from 300 eggs, 100 larvae, 100 pupae and 100 adults
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Table 3- The weights of the different stages of RPW * under laboratory conditions

Adults
Last instars larva character
Female Male
0.86 +£0.22 0.8210.16 3.9940.49 Weight (g)x SE
0.41-1.31 0.61-1.14 3.46-4.12 Limits (g)

* These data were taken from 100 larvae and 100 adults.
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Fig. 1- Mean daily egg production by RPW females* under laboratory conditions.

These data were taken from 20 pairs of adults.

AL




VAA S0 45 ) oyled VY U 1 ol glasylew 5 LT

sl sy sk e ISl Sleslinal by b ol s e sk, L
St O plad 0 53 5 L33l alis, ssb s bad b g5 Y on dsb pled ol
A e g 9 Y lde dde 05y KSTL 5 ol

s ool iy g3 e pd 4 9)Y oS Gl

HJ&Q)@jJﬁJwJMBQJJr;WQi~/O S5l SIS 5 glag,Y -
g S gladle Ll gl il Jame S gladdle 4 Gus opad (gl s s
5ol Elp oSl s Ll o o Wil gl 8 oalinnl o 5l §2-00J b
3 S sl (sl 1 e Sl eslinal b s 5 23S e 15 O s 50
ol dy ol GUI Sl eslinal U 5 alab 5 cle J818 55 55V A5 e odidigy Y
e 0t s

T 50 L) Sl oS G B kel iy s et S5 slag,Y -
Sheslemul U Lag,¥ aas Jae sapSiis O gl o5l die gy 5o b (e Slo
s e ot O ot 5 antle aly (U oyl

33 e 5 S e oy sk e e 003 Jsb gy il Jol o o g
Oa«‘LS\J_:.JJMWsdbﬁﬁjbb|}‘ojjjuv5ﬁéﬁ$p)3w;4.L>-JAJFB
éb 5,850 Vevgead sde Vo Y sue Ve (3 ade Yo @ by Ol K
s eslizal esle 5 5

o Y5l o3l dl s 4y o OT Ly (S 5 0055 Oljee dolne )
@b by Bl b an i e i eslind o il el gl s esle 5 5
balygh LAs ol Sias alu ankad o3 wt}();w;;uvjlgsj/\tw)\) S
A holadt Ui slad sl sl 3l Sl Ol

sde Ve sV epsn dsb )3 rae sy osae ded Sl e a6l
g‘dba._ﬁg;}p&\;\;muwqu}@‘Mdudujum@uau;,ﬂ
oY O e dld O3y e sl Gk sue TSl e LS it SO O 50

W&l&)h})ﬂcjjy Lg‘.J\.G u,a__:_}x.?)h)‘.lx.:u\.& oalaul g‘)m: U‘)’:‘ 64,:;0)‘.,\;‘ Lg\j"

AO



e lo B b ash B ) Slaogad I B adlle p aREST 350 0, Ken 5 35 s

HJ&J u\bld\‘}_’cwmd))b.kiv\}é\.)&djb)s u})yjﬂ“ d)} ‘°J"’L"'.‘.§L‘_5°)~“?"
Glasls S s 3ls ays s oRilesl 55 esb 5w cpl 31 S Jus ¥ S 13
el AT g ol i 4 b s e Aol

Cow g o

03 Jele ol VS o 055 5 Y dsdr D3 0 i gy il ol a0 b
G0 A o 33 h i 1SS 5 Y B 85,8 e Sdte ol edal ¥ i
el dal gt L3 53 ab g pp SlacanBigs O] Sl 55 oS o plnil "

Gao Ve 207 5l sl 5 Vb 5 50, AVE £V V0 eslosl 3l s Job Sl
s U0 03 s il Sl b s b 2w Sl ol glaesls L aS sy
Wk 8V 5 5 a5 Galees sle 515 5131 e J 4b Salama & Abdel-Razek (2002)
sl 0 5,18 55, N84T/

Olme Sl a8 a8 55 enls 5 28 par(gliliay @55 AV/Y £ V0 (655 a5 Ol e lacs e
Salama & Abdel-Razek (2002) alw g5 ol 55158 5, sla posb 5 o (65 050
= SAeWAL) Ol Jaglyd s b Gla osh 5 o cpioman (leA/VJ'J YALEVA/T)
S o Olsea il Lol sl Avand Faghih (1996) alews g sl 5,155 (osle 5,3 8 g3l &
J=ts s e Bl B Rl dal o e sb 5 el el W5 sl
Jae pfemen s (Murphi & Briscoe, 1999) o3 53 ool o=l e 5 Ol S oS
ol e iy S5 05 Dz Dl SIS kS 5 s B s D3

ol T Vs god s e3le 3,3 o b ey 3 agb 5 e 53 (S350 S5
A gty o S (S5, 00 =YY s g anh (IOl CddS L (g5 e
e 33 e 3 0y oo 4 (S35 Y = 80 53 a5k 5,8 e i 55 EaS A,
G 035 0053 b o A s il (215l LS b webss (S5, 8V - 84
PRGN RPN S =5 5l g ol Al e 55, A0 Lsesls

R. cruentatus b Cpe—ime g (Weissling et al., 2003) Metamasius hemipterus

A



VAA S0 45 ) oyled VY U 1 ol glasylew 5 LT

sdaliv o 5 ol agb 5w balie SWj IS b (Weissling & Giblin-Davis, 1994)
sl 0

Oley dsb s el axildS Saess fu 5 Los 25 VY £)0/) baoss & 8 do s
S0 LS 1y edls o Wy O g S5 50T Ll 35 oslite Waosle e 250 L
(R’=+/+4A)

s Salama & Abdel-Razek (2002) ;LS alio aS 540 59, V/E2V/0 i b,95 J b
.| (Avand Faghih, 1996) b (sla osb = o - iomen

S glaadle o sV wdss 5, VA Claal b gl Gy ool 03 oY o0
o dd ;S5 s s 0o SaoY esss Jsb G Feb S aS Bl e 55, OA £ 10/00 55
10/Y++/V) Salama & Abdel-Razek (2002) L ¢ (5, VA—-4A) El-Sabay et al. (2003) Jad.uj.?
Ol ailte el oyl 5 L alie jo Jy AL o o sime aad M 5, 2 (s
e (a5 03 3 el sy —* 4 =5 (Avand Faghih, 1996) (55, £)-VA)
e 5 Sas hy, s L EBe onl de e B A sdaline (e 5 S
Ll e e S Dl 03 La g Y di o sean ded gl O3
5oy ol Y 50pm Ba b s JLES) e 3 o 5l el ol 636 glas)Y
YU 5oY e 58 o doin 5 55 2 seme e GME Sl wdis 4 3B o 4 e
oo 3 sl Bl Jans s odd S5 has opl S e S0 slaslS s a3 s
Sl g il 03 S S ISl Al Sl G e S
glaadlabban 51 Gy A ssdm) oY sl slasss 02 o35 5ledd 2ol 056 slay ¥
23l sy Lo @) 58 slassY Olle L iamen 5 L0 S e wdi S
sl i Ol 53 5 658 LY Oule ol w55 5 asb 2l glasY
A edalin (6w 5 S e 4 S (g3Y

5oV 055 lamgte 3 S WAL £ /88 (50N e 5T 3 Y 035 Lo s
NCER W I I PYRN W PR 1 L JFP NS S ¢J§V/°\‘\ +0/89 4y o /0 0Y £ o/0 N8

Lﬁ_bjbxuquoibjjgjMJ&M\J‘QKQ@T@}})GAJJ}))gJASJJY

AY



e lo B b ash B ) Slaogad I B adlle p aREST 350 0, Ken 5 35 s

L os ol 00 o i osbel 5V LT a8 55 K00l o opl Laieds b o 58S a8
Sde 5 Jols ol oS 055 LVs 51 S8 ) oo B 4 als dal gt walsl 4 dss 4 g
ko s Ll et 535 OSGl ps (b Slapash 5 e 4 e LOT (5525055 08
A2 b5l el b Olas > O ok OISGl 03,50 Lige 0 2t o5 sl 033
el o3 ST 055 alS ol Oles e 53 LY 4 dis pue

35 o so¥ 03 DA JlS (sl o sms das e o S 80 spd (IS b«
oo b aaslin 53 ol Gl s eslanal 540 (e eslatal 550 Sl g 3 g 5L0 5550
oo 0 4SSk cl (olasl a5 (glols 5 o3l jluas Salama & Abdel-Razek (2002)
aoile aRE LT Jalls sl pomen 5 (B0 (oo b ol 5l el S5 o 5o
Lo 538 bl aen 53 ol a4 o 2w oS Ceslfod oslizad 55 o LBl el Sy 58T
W iy Ol s 4

Ol Sis gladdln oS had Lo s I oy 50 e ptd o 50V Lo 6l
o Lol Sledd ol JalSal 3l 5 635 anb d Sl 5SS el bl glae i
S8 oS Bb gy aS s gy 50 Lo 05050 JIY asd Sl s e S5 S
ad> ey g Ldd diSie il a4 Lag )Y des wd eslinal o il SIS (6l SUES SUI
S SV b S 55 3ap YO/ YN (S i ey Jeb aid sdaline Sl 50 S sl
ol ;S5 dls lis y (Avand Faghih, 1996) (55, V0-1V) b j3 s S5 s
34 (5o, Y/ e £1/Y) Salama & Abdel-Razek (2002) laws 45

ojw\);,,s‘xsaﬁpfv/\'\rmj~//\\‘i~/\'\ o aesle 5 5 JelS sl 3105,
S0 E Y 5 5 an) Olsl e aibaie a.\_.;@ﬂc_gv_*x»m_ﬂh_ub_sl
e s 4 Ll e et ooy e 55 V53 oS shilen syl 3 (5 V) = /Y0
3 Rogers et al. (2002) 4S5 3b s il S s O b 4{)}1&“ slasy e Jlazl
4S glad> 0 Lais O3y |Kiw 4 Prionoplus reticularis (Col.: Cerambycidae) %
U S Ll 3 sk e 03558 0T O3 Ly s 303 4 daS 4 5L S 04 0 0id sl 5,

s Jsb sl 531 53 L;j)YA_Jo-]aJ_ﬁ-TL;LA)')J); vi\.;\_.'c osls CoaS 5 i lide

AA



VAA S0 45 ) oyled VY U 1 ol glasylew 5 LT

oS sl 05 el S35 0LLE andl .l 3 Lol U5y cpimmen 5 550k (oS ol i
Salama & Abdel-Razek (2002) low 55 sl ui)lj-_f O3 3 o (oot Sos o=l o
S CS RVALERVALY

u.fu)‘_)_f 093 J;.]a}‘;?etﬁﬁ.sﬁ‘j})/\/\i\o J»SJ@&@)}) Jjja JSJJLM
Jsb Ol po oaeb Ll 5 55 .ol (AV/4£Y/Y) Salama & Abdel-Razek (2002) Lo 55 ol
B4 bl a5 (Avand Faghih, 1996) ol sl S5 55 ALY s 6y 90
sl

JFb b b osb o e Gl (bl 8 s Sl a5 L S b«
(s Sladllas 53 35 5 e slgiiy LS o S5k = s a5 55 e S sl s L
b Ll a4 B ol bl VL by 5 S SO0 s e il slas)Y s
PR NP W PP Py -y @\ﬁq‘ﬁ:wﬁmawbﬁ sl 3Gy ol SL;
QJJ_B cj‘.k_}‘)";‘l_u .\Jbﬂj g;j))f.f Q‘Jia-d,.:i:s;dj)YU}> JJ.EWW‘
LoV ssbe 55 glm pa¥ gl Dl e 5555 sl b aSosb w0 ail sy

slag,¥ lawie s slayl gla |5 55 53 45 Kles S sdalise Paim & Beckel (1962)
3 9d > O %S ckw Qlsjas Ol 5 45 3 Orthosoma brunneum ) y5 S glaSKus g
05 =l e aase Ol 2l b S ST 6 Ch« (Pss o> g adls JLals LY
b A sl b5 b war g bl ooy S5 55Y ks 50kl a4 )Y fods
.,\.:..._?16>j[)5._\...._§\;.&_1.::>'-ucjk..uﬁ§‘l3 (s Sladllas 3 35 8 e slgniy o = Sl

Dy gy p O gad 5 Mdy ClS 5 S S5y 2 p S

)1l

opdass el e Lgl.éfgl;g-}ob\ﬂé)”us:)&“}zj el_<:w..3.| (ajbu U,in.wa)‘

A



e lo B b ash B ) Slaogad I B adlle p aREST 350 0, Ken 5 35 s

Fosdigr Gl Rl b2l asb 2 e ) e Jll s

@\.:.a

AVAND FAGHIH, A. 1996. The biology of red palm weevil, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus
Oliv. (Coleoptera: Curculionidae) in Saravan (Sistan and Balouchistan Province, Iran).
Appl. Entomol. Phytopathol. No. 63: 16-18.

EL-SABAY, Y., M. K. EL-LATTEF and T. M. MAKHLOUF, 2003. Laboratory rearing of
red palm weevil, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus Oliv. (Coleoptera: Curculionidae) on
artificial diet. Egypt. J. Agri. Res. No. 81(2): 551-554.

MURPHY, S. T. and B. R. BRISCOE, 1999 The red palm weevil as an alien invasive:
Biology and the prospect of IPM. Biocont.News Inform. No. 21(1): 35N-46N.

PAIM, U. and W. E. BECKEL, 1962. Seasonal oxygen and carbon dioxide content of
decaying wood as a component of the microenvieoment of Orthosoma brunneum
(Forster)(Coleoptera: Cerambyeidae). Can. J. Zool. No. 41: 1133- 1147.

RAHALKAR, G. W., A. J. TAMHANKAR and K. SHANTARAM, 1978. An artificial diet
for rearing red palm weevil, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus (Oliv.) a serious pest of the
coconut palm and other cultivated palms. J. Plant Crops. No. 6(2): 61-64.

RAHALKAR, G., M. R. WHARWALKAR, and H. D. RANANAVARE, 1972. Development
of red palm weevil, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus (Oliv.) on sugarcane. Indian J.
Entomol. No: 34(3): 213-215.

RANANAVARE, H.: D., K. SHANTARAM, M. R. HARWALKAR, and G. W.
RAHALKAR; 1975. Methods for the laboratory rearing of red palm weevil,
Rhynchophorus ferrugineus (Oliv.). J. Plant Crops. No. 3(2): 65-67.

ROGERS; D:-J., S. E. LEWTHWAITE and P. R. DENTNER, 2002. Rearing huhu beetle
larvae, Prionoplus reticularis (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae) on artificial diet. New
Zealand J. Zool. No. 29: 303-310.

SALAMA, H. S. and A. S. ABDEL-RAZEK, 2002. Development of the red palm weevil,

05,5 WISk (@3l 5o ;S 5 SlsllS e e S5 ol g A edige 10BN, LS
b 3o s A1 Ole,l 20l FVOAINT (- S Ol o8l (65,58 eaiils S 5alS

Ol VA4 Ol N80z Gadis 58S S 5alS Slidss



VAA S0 45 ) oyled VY U 1 ol glasylew 5 LT

Rhynchophorus ferrugineus (Coleoptera: Curculionidae) on natural and synthetic diets.
J. Pest Sci. No. 75: 137-139.

WEISSLING, T. J. and R. M. GIBLIN-DAVIS, 1994. Fecundity and fertility of
Rhynchophorus cruentatus (Coleoptera: Curculionidae). Florida Entomol. No. 77(3):
373-376.

WEISSLING, T., R. GIBLIN-DAVIS, B. CENTER, R. HEAT and J. PENA, 2003.
Oviposition by Metamasius hemipterus sericeus (Coleoptera: Dryophthoridae:

Rhynchophorinae). Florida Entomol. No. 86(2): 174-177.

Address of the authors: Eng. N. POORJAVAD, Dr. S. H.GOLDANSAZ and Dr. A.
KHARAZI-PAKDEL, Department of Plant' Protection, University of Tehran, Karaj,
3158711167, Iran; Dr. A. AVAND FAGHIH, Iranian Research Institute of Plant Protection,
P. O. Box 1454, Tehran 19395, Iran.

Q)



