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Evidential Reasoning.

In science, ay in our daily lives, various claimy are made by other scientists or acquaintances, TV
personalities, doctors, and so on. We might even make such claims ourselves. Of these points, perhaps the
most critical is the last one. Any claim must be sufficient. In other words, you do not have to prove that
the claim is false in order to test it, the claimant must provide sufficient proof himself. Secondly, the
more extraordinary a claim, the more extraordinary the evidence must be to test it. For example, if a
person claims that some herb has cured their cancer, you would be well advised to seek a good deal of
further supporting evidence before risking your own life. Or if a person claims to have an extraterrestrial
being in their garage, do not accept a fuzzy or even clear photograph as proof, demand a piece of the
thing for further study. And lastly, the waord of someone is never sufficient to establish the truth of a

claim.
Ruales for evidential reasoning.

. Falsifiability Conceive of all evidence that would prove the claim false.
. Logic Argument must be sound.

. Comprehensiveness Must use all the available evidence.

. Monesty Evaluate evidence without self-deception.

. ReplicabilityEvidence must be repeatable.

o B ok W N

. Sufficiency
A. Burden of proof rests on the claimant.
B. Extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidenice.

C. Authority and/or testimony is always inadequate.
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