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SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE

Scienee is a Social Activity.

Scientific knowledge results from the efforts of hundreds of thousands ol people over hundreds of years.
Even current scientific cilorts on single probiems usuafly involve many people working in different ways all
over the world. Scientific investigation is 4 group cffort, requiring communication amaong all workers. In
this way, all interested scicntists can examine the work and conclusions of other scientists. Science 1s done

in a social context.

The Scientific Knowledge Buse is Huge.

Few scicntists (probably none) can speak intelligently about all aspects of science because it is s
enormous. They are usually experts in only one small field of 4 larger discipline, just like s0 many other
ficlds of human cndcavor. Some may speak with authority on other aspects of science but they shouid be
regarded with caution and further analysis. Because scientists differ in no significant respect from other
people, they have the same strengths and weaknesses, and this may show in their work. All scicnlists are
especially proud ol their own ideas, for example, and they are ready 10 defend them. A good scientist will

change her views, 1l cnough cvidencee i3 accumulated 1o counter them. Some never change their minds,

tven when incontrovertible evidence appears. That is simply human nature, not a failure of science.

/

Vo lacd fanis Juef S p e 3ok T




