AL Simls 55
R AR

S

?Vq d\JLE.O bJLo.:.'

3505 0kads 15 Sl et 5 ialdn Ms )

D). Mehrshahi ph.D

The University of Yazd

Zoroastrian pilgrimage places in Yazd: Their Origin, Gographical

and Cultural - Historical Significane

Probably the most important holy places in Iron for Zarthushtis (Zoroastrians) are
pilgrimage places near Ardakan, Aghda, Mehriz and Yazd, all in Yazd province. This article
discusses the signilicance and geographical as well as cultural characteristics of these histoical
and religious places. While these holy places are visited every year by hundreds ol Zoroastrians
from all over the world, they cannot be considered sotey as piaces for worship. We are not sure
whether these piroons {= pilgrimage places) werc originally places of pilgrimage in the past
However, they were mainly used by Zoroastrians as stations and shellers during their long
journeys cast. From 1200 years ago, sach a scenario has happened possibly sevral tims during
political and sociological disurbances. Various Zoreastrians dialects in Yazd, Ardakun and Taft

arcas can testity to the effeet of such immigration pattern whicl eventually ied (o the scttlement
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of a mixed population m the ares.

Whatever their origing are, these holy places provide platforms for Zoroastrians gathering
{(unity}, praying and remembering their ancestors and of course the happiness which is the
consequence ol these three.

Key words: Pilerimuee laces, Zoroastrians, Yazd.
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