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Abstract
Family medicine residency program: is it worth to establish?

Authors: Dr. Sohrabi, M. R.! Dr. Saadat, S.° Dr. Haji Hashemi, Z.3

Family medicine residency program was established for accreditation of general practice
and exit from crisis after physicians’ tendency to specialty in USA in 1969. It was introduced
as the axis of world attempts for improving quality, cost-effectiveness and equity in health
care systems.

In spite of early successes, the program was faced with challenges through the time and
did not succeed to provide a new model for health care with the end result of a better treat-
ment, decreased professional errors and improve health outcomes. On the other hand and in
recent years, physicians’ tendency for family medicine residency has been decreased and
the colleagues too, don’t recognize them as specialist.

Recently, establishing residency program has been suggested in Iran. Before making the
final decision, some questions and doubts about establishing such program must be studied
very carefully. In conclusion, paying attention to the word experiences and the cost-benefit
and effectiveness of the program should be carefully studied and evaluated.

Key words: Family medicine, residency program, Iran
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