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An introduction to the biology of Caspian pond turtle (Mauremys caspica caspica ) in Golestan and Mazandaran
provinces of Iran

By: Vida Hojjati, Faculty Member of Azad Islamic University, Damghan Branch, Iran. Haji Gholi Kammi, Faculty
Memer of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources University of Gorgan.. Shahrokh Pashaee Rad, Faculty
Member of Shahid Beheshti University, lehvan, Iran. Mehrgan Ebrahimi, Ms Student of Biosystematics, Shiraz
University, Iran.

The Caspian pond turtle of the northern part of Iran belonging to subspesies, Mauremys caspica caspica. In this

research, 111 specimens were collected from19 stations in Golestan and Mazandaran provinces during 1999-2001.
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ratio ( male / female ) was 1/3.

Were Studied in terms of their biology and morphometry. Coloration of body is dark olive with yellow strips and
the flat carapace has 2 pygal scutes.The bridges between carapace and plastron are bony; Plastron with axillary and
inguinal scutes. The suture between abdominal scutes is Longer than the suture between anal scutes and the end of
analscutes is mecrunate. The males and females are distinguishable , with difference of anus position on the tail.Fore
and hind limbs have swimming membranes and 5 and 4 claws respectively. This species is carnivorous and lays almost
4 or 5 eggs every year and length of the largest one is equal to 38.7mm and width is equal to 24.1mm. Statistical results
showed that 77.5% of males and females are different in measured traits.In males,maximum straight carapace length
frequency (44%) was between 77.62 — 100.98 and in females (50%) was between 54.26 — 77.62. In this research sexual
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SCL = Straight Carapace Length

SCW = Straight Carapace Width

CH = Carapace Height

PL = Plastron Length

TL1 =Tail Length (From the end of plastron to the first of anus in
straight line)

TL2 = Tail Length (Form the first of anus to the end of tail in
straight line)

NTLI1=[TL1/TL1+TL2]x100

NTL2=[TL2/TL1+TL2]x100

NTL3=[TL1/SCL] x100

NTL4=[TL2/SCL] x100

NSCW= [SCW/SCL]x100

NPL=[PL/SCL]x100

NCH=[CH/SCL]*100
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