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Evaluation of research Institutions models, methods and a case study: Rural research center

By: M. T. Shariati, Member of Scientific Board of Rural Research Center

The increasing competition for limited resources associated with the demand of policymakers, programmer and also
utilisers for accountability forced the research institutes to show the quality and relevance of research results as well

as asked over improvement. So, evaluation and progressive performance of research institutes are main concerns in
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developing countries. Although the traditional methods of evaluation have been criticized, much benefit achieved from.
However, providing accurate and powerful models and methods are necessary.In this study various approaches, models
and procedures were examined . It seems that in suitable conditions the participatory organization assessment introduced
by ISNAR included a better ability and capacity comparing with others. Ozgediz evaluation model named CGIAR due
to its comprehensiveand measurable dimensions provides valid and accurate results. Therefore, the awareness and
evaluation of 395 key informants, including high and middle managers and senior experts of the ministry exposed to
Rural Research Center (RRC) was studied. Evaluation was carried out based on a four dimensions model including;
research results, quality and relevance, vision and strategic direction and management efficiency. General evaluation
index of RRC shows a medium level that increases by education degree. Considering the high correlation between the
views of respondents and that of their colleagues and superiors, the evaluation results can be generalized to a bigger

population. There is a significant relation between the level of contact with RRC and pesitive evaluations.

Key words: Evaluation, Models, Methods, Research centers, Key informant, Rural Research Center
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