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How much is the monetary value of soil protection function of caspian forests?: A survey on three forest areas
in the north of Iran

By: M. Panahi Faculty of Natural Resources, University of Tehran

A. Saiid , Faculty of Natural Resources, University of Tehran

M. Koopahi, Faculty of Agriculture University of Tehran

M. Makhdoom, Faculty of Natural Resources, University of Tehran

Gh, Zahedi, Faculty of Natural Resources, University of Tehran

Based on latest developments on the environmental valuation studies, attributing an economic value to various provided
products and services by forest covers is considered as be an effective management tool for conservation policies. In
fact, all non produced assets which benefit human societies and other relevant live communities are the outcome of
several complicated ecological processes and ecosystem functions, as well. Being aware of the forest ecosystem roles in
soil protection, preventing their resource degradation may lead the affecting stakeholders to/a more transparent decision
making processes in land use planning measures. This paper which is a small section of a broader research work on
Primary Caspian Forests Valuation is intended to have a look on the role of these types of ecosystems in protecting the
soil resources and will summarize the existing different methods of quantifying such a function. Meanwhile, by focusing
on three large under-management forest areas in the north of Iran, an experimental method will be introduced to value
the soil protection function of Caspian forests from the economic point of view. Analyzing the information released by
application of the method demonstrated the necessity of a rapid intervention to conserve remaining forest areas in the north
of the country. These forests are faced very substantial challenges of land use changes and if there is no action to be taken

by public authorities, their permanent degradation and depletion will be unavoidable in coming future.

Keywords: Valuation, Economic value, Soil erosioft, Caspian forests, Ecosystem functions, Mazandaran wood and

Paper Industries, Khayroodkenar, Shafarood
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