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Abstract:
Evaluating the Causes of Low Quality of Papsmear in

Hamadan Province.

Farimani, M. ! ; Anvari, N.?
1. Assistant Professor in Gynecology, Hamadan University of Medical Sciences.

2. Assistant Professor in Pathology, Hamadan University of Medical Sciences.

Introduction: Papsmear had done by health services since 1991 in Iran ,unfortunately detection of
abnormal smear is very low although this cancer is 9" cause of death in 4four county in 1999.The goal
of this research is to determine the cause of low quality of Papsmear in Hamadan Province.

Method: We choose 1224 smears from total smear that had been evaluated by cytologist in 2000. All
of smears were reevaluated with pathologist to have a valid answers to these questions; Were smears
prepared correctly? Were smears evaluated carefully? Then descriptive statistics was used to analyze
the data.

Results: Problems classified in 3 groups. First group related to smear’s collector (11/7%) including
43/7% related to loss of endocervical cell- 34/7% related to low cellularity - 28/8% related to coverage
with inflammatory cell &4/2% related to poor fixation.

Second group related to preparing smear by cytologist (74/5%), including coloring, sticking lamella to
lame. 47/5% smear prepared was so bad that they were not valuable, 30/1% related to unfavorable
stick, 14/2% to wrong coloring, 2/7% related to putting the lamella over lame.

Third group related to quality of evaluation. There was 96/6% agreement between cytologist and
pathologist in this case.

Conclusion: This research demonstrated that the most significant point in low quality of popsmear was
related to evaluation and the sensitivity of papsmear in Iran is much lower than that of standard
(11/7% versus 70%).

Key Words: Case Finding, Papsmear, Cervical Canser
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