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An introductory survey of the vegetation units of Ghameshloo
Wildlife Refuge

Yousofi M.
Biology Dept., Payam Noor Univ., Tehran, I.R. Iran.
Abstract

The Ghameshloo Wildlife Refuge is situated in'45 km., northwest of Esfahan (in central
Iran), and covers a surface of ca. 50,000 hectares. Using physiognomic method, 20
different vegetation units were recognized based on their dominant species. In present
work, the vegetation units of the area was examined through establishment of 50
quadrates, within them were recorded the cover of all plant species. In order to
assessing the relationships between these quadrates, clustering analysis were applied.
The results showed that these quadrates are classified into 2 main clusters and some
smaller groups, corresponding to the main vegetation units of the area. The dominant
species of these vegetation units are: Scariola orientalis, Astragalus brachyodontus,
Astragalus pichleri, Centaurea gaubae, Artemisia sieberi, Artemisia aucheri and
Anabasis haussknechtii. Furthermore, the relationships of these vegetation units were
discussed.

Keywords: Vegetation units; clustering analysis; Ghameshloo Wildlife Refuge.
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