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Reproductive Phenology and Breeding Success of Great Reed
Warbler (Acrocephalus arundinaceus) in Zarrinkola Permanent
Ab-bandan of Mazandaran Province

Amini Nasab S.M.!, and Behroozi Rad B.
"Environmental Sciences Dept., Khatamolanbia Technology University, Behbahan, I.R. of IRAN

? Environmental Sciences Dept., Islamic Azad University, Researches and Sciences Branch of Kuzestan,
Ahvaz, L.R. of IRAN

Abstract

The present study was conducted during May-September, in Zarrinkola permanent Ab-
bandan in Mazandaran Province. Reproductive phenology of Great Reed Warbler
(Acrocephalus arundinaceus) was started with nest building behavior in mid May. It
continues to fledged time in mid July. They leave breeding region in mid August. A
total of 280 breeder pairs of Great Reed Warbler (A4.arundinaceus) were counted in the
Reeds (Phragmites australis). About %60 of clutch size had 5 eggs, %30 with 4 eggs,
%10 with 3 eggs and the mean clutch size was 4.5 eggs per nest. Brood size was varied
between 1-5 chicks that the Maximum and Minimum frequency were one chick (13
brood group) and five chicks (2 brood group), respectively. About %75.55 of eggs were
hatched and %68.15 of these, were reached to fledged age. Breeding success was
%71.10. There was not any significant difference between breeding success with clutch
size and brood size (p>0.05). There was significant difference (p<0.05) between the rate
of losses during the reproductive phenology stages. The maximum loss among the
reproductive stages was during the incubation time (24.45%). It was affected by natural
factors. There was not any significant correlation (p>0.05) between nest size, nest
height of water level, water depth, distance of neighbor nest with breeding success. The
minimum of Mayfield survival rate was in the incubation stage (0.959108), which was
increased to post-nestling stage.

Keywords: Reproductive Phenology, Breeding, Great Reed Warbler, Ab-bandan,
Zarrinkola, Mazandaran
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