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Combination of Finite Element and Boundary Element Methods
in the Analysis of Arch Dam-Foundation Rock Interaction

A. Aftabi Sani Vahid Lotfi

Abstract To obtain the more accurate response of the arch dam in frequency domain, the dynamic
analysis should be carried out by imposing the dam-foundation rock interaction effects. To do so, the
foundation rock is usually considered as a substructure, and its impedance matrix is computed
separately. In this article, the impedance matrix for the static case is obtained by utilizing the three-
dimensional boundary element method, and so, the flexibility effect of the foundation rock is imposed. In
this approach, the geometry of canyon could be quite arbitrary and this has become possible due to the
fact that a 3D boundary element formulation is applied for foundation rock domain. In the results section,
the seismic responses of a real arch dam are presented, and they are verified by the results of the well-
known finite element method. It should be mentioned that the analyses are performed by the special
purpose program developed.

Key Words Arch dam, Boundary element, Finite element, Dam-foundation rock interaction, Impedance
matrix, Dynamic analysis.
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