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Abstract

I ntroduction: Nowadays, several indicators are used to evaluate scientific research outputs. The h index
is one of the mog common indices taken into account by many authorities to assess individuds and
inditutions worldwide. In this study, the attitudes of medical sciences researchers towards significance of
factors affecting the h index and dtationswere investigated.

Methods: At the bajinning of 2008, h-indices of ‘all ‘academic members of Iranian medical universities
were screened based on the Scopus daabase. The attitudes of the faculty members who had an h index of
one or more were investigated throuch a self-structured questionnare in which increasing factors of the h
index and paper citationswas assessed. The daa were andyzed usng statistical methodks.

Results: Therespons rate was about37% Therespondents’ attitudes toward the items were not different
between the the group whose h-index was more than 6 to the other group whos h-index was less than 6.
They respondents bdieved tha publishing in high Impact Factor joumds, well-designed researches
conddering the methodobgy, and to be the 1¢ study of its subject in the county and theworld, ae the mog
important factors in achieving citations They did not bdieve tha publishing review articles, contibuting
internaiondly, and having frequent pgper topics were important in gaining citations

Conclusion: It seems tha our researchers were not aware of theimportance of publshing review articles
and also in Open Access joumads to increase citation rates. Propea interventions should be conduded to
correct this attitudein order to increase the county’s and researchers' citations
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