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Abstract

Introduction: Nowadays, the development of participatory appmeacwith emphasis on community
empowerment is recognized as an important tooklth promotion. The present study was conduaed t
assess the strengths, weaknesses, challenges ssmwhdelearned from participatory community-based
programs in the Islamic Republic of Iran.

M ethods: In this qualitative study, thirteen community-baggatticipatory programs related to health
have been assessed in leadership, community jpatimn/other stakeholders and capacity buildingng=

Results: In this study, the main strength of leadership wasinteers’ motivation in service delivery and
community resource mobilization. The weak pointsreviack of community participation in decision-
making process in national level, lack of regulaonitoring and evaluation programs, and lack of
appropriate policymakers™ supports. In participatixes, the partnership of women was as the strexmgt
lack of male participation and weakness of tearmkimgrwere as the challenges of the programs. Maeov
the participatory process of community empowernvesd important as well as the other strengths inyman
programs and lack of appropriate update was th& yeiat.

Conclusion: Capacity building of community, NGOs and policyreek are important in cooperation
mechanisms, partnership, team working and resoonagilization fields in development of participatory
community-based programs.

Key WOr ds. empowerment, participatory community-based progrdeadership
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