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Expanding the Concept of Equality in the Socio-Political
Literature of the Iranian Constitutional Revolution, Based on
the Study of Newspapers

Mohammad Bitarafan?

2. Assistant Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

The constitutional revolution set the stage for introducing new concepts in the socio-political field.
Since only a handful of prominent figures of the Qajar period were conscious of the meanings of
these concepts, it became necessary to enlighten and explain them. The concept of equality was one
of the most challenging notions that called into question earlier teachings. Until then, the meaning
of equality in Islamic jurisprudential literature was explained by the concept of justice. Nevertheless,
there was no clear relation between the criteria of justice and the concept of equality. This caused
a great deal of controversy, especially between Mashroeh Khah (The religious traditionalists) and
Mashroteh Khah (The radical constitutionalists). In this way, the definition of equality and its relation
to justice became necessary. The principal purpose of this paper is to scrutinize the constitutionalists’
ideas, meanings, and interpretations regarding the concept of equality. While examining this concept,
the author found that the constitutionalists’ logic in defining equality was somewhat exaggerated and
was due to the failure to take into account the social context, the circumstances, and the political
literacy of the people; to the extent that it led to confusion in the relationship between equality and
Justice. The research method in this paper is descriptive-analytical.
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1. Euripides

2. The Phoenician Women

3. David Gauthier, The Logic of Leviathan (London: Clarendon press, 1969), p. 151.

4. Antiphon

5. Gauthier, pp. 152-153.
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1. Lycophron
2. Gauthier, pp. 152-153.

4. Roger L. Huard P/atosPo//t/ca/ Philosophy: The Cave(New York: Algora Publishing, 2007) p 55.
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6. Roman Stoicism
7. C. E. Manning, “Seneca and the Stoics on the Equality of the Sexes”, Mnemosyne, Fourth Series, Vol. 26,
Fasc. 2 (1973), p. 170.
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1. Robert Alan Dahl, on political equality (Connecticut: Yale University Press, 2007), p. 1.
2. David Heyd, Kant's Practical Philosophy Reconsidered: Papers presented at the Seventh Jerusalem
Philosophical Encounter, December 1986, Edited by Yirmiyahu Yovel (Berlin: Springer Science and Business
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2. R. Wardhaugh, An Introduction to Sociolinguistics, Fourth Ed. (Oxford: Blackwell Publishers: 2002), p. 2.
3. Edward Sapir, Culture, Language and Personality (California: University of California Press, 1970), p. 207.
4. Wardhaugh, p. 220.
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