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A study of helminthic infection of gastrointestinal tract

in stray cats at urban areas in Istahan |

i

Jamshidi, Sh.,' Meshki, B.,” Toghani, M.’

Department of Clinical Sciences, Fuculty of Veterinary Medicine, |
o . 2 . .

University of Tehran, Tehran-Iran. “Department of Parasitology,

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Tehran, Tehran-Iran.

3Hygz'ene Department of Police Station in Isfahan. |

Objective: This study was donc to determine the prevalence of
gastrointestinal helminthic infection of stray cats in Isfahan.
Design: This study was performed bascd on a cross scctional design
from late 1998 to mid 1999.

Animal: Onc hundred and thirty one stray cats were coliccted from
diffcrent urban areas of Isfahan.

Procedure: Animals werc cuthanised by high doses of anesthetic
drugs and all of the parasites in their digestive system werc 1solated.
After fixation of the samples in 10% formalin their identification

were performed bascd on parasitological characteristics.

Statistical analysis: Dcscriptive statistics and chi square.

Results: Total infection rate in stray cats in this study was 98.5%.
[n parasitological study two nematodes: Physaloptera praeputialis |
(36/6%) and Toxocara cati (13%) and five cestodes: Taenia
taeniaeformis (9.2%), Diplopylidium nollery (0.7%), Mesocestoides
lineatus (7.6%), Joyeoxiella pasqualie (75.6%) and Joyeoxiella
echinorhncoides (3%) were identified. Maximum number of parasites
in onc animal belonged to Joyeoxilla pasqualie (28.1 worm).
Conclusion: Therc was not any significant difference n mfection
ratc between mas=, and females. However, with regard to age, 1t
scems that older animals are more prone to acquire the infection.
Furthcrmore, results of the study showed that many stray cats in
urban arcas of Isfahan harbor a parasitic infcction. This cmphasizes
the importance of collection of these animals to improve hygienic

{ paramecters. J. Fac. Vet. Med. Univ. Tehran. 57, 2: 25-27, 2002.
Key words: Worminous infection of gastrointestinal tract, Ncmatode,

Cestode.
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