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Myxobolus infection in the three Barbus spp from southern
part of the Caspian Sea

Masoumian M.,l Pazooki J.,2 Ghasemi R.

lDeparmtent of Fish Diseases. Iranian Fisheries Research, Tehran
- Iran. 2;‘Department of Biological Sciences, Faculty of Basic
Sciences, University of Shahid Beheshty, Tehran-Iran.

Objective: To survey on parasites of three barboid fishes from
Tajan, and Zarem-roud Rivers in Mazandaran province.

Design: Descriptive study.

Animals: A total of 162 specimens of Barbus mursa, B.lacerta and
B.capito.

Procedure: Random sampling out was carried during September
2001 to August 2002 from four different stations of Tajan and
Zarem-roud Rivers. The fishes were transported alive to the
laboratory where they were killed by transsection of spinal cord
and then were examined for different parasites. The infected organs
were fixed in formalin and stained by Haematoxilin-Eosin.
Statistical analysis: Descriptive statisites.

Results: The following parasites were detected: From B.mursa:
Myxobolus azerbajdzanicus from primary filaments, M.kovali from
secondary filaments, M.squamae from skin of head, M.tauricus
from fins, M.rutili from secondary filaments and M.osmaniae from
intestinal wall. B.lacerta was infected by M.valdogeli in the
secondary filaments and B.capito was infected in the muscles by
M.musculi.

Discussion: In southern part of the Caspian Sea Fauna Regions till
now all together 20 different Myxobolus species were recorded.
According to the results of this study Barbus mursa was revealed
as a new host for 6 different Myxobolus species: M.azerbajdzanicus,
M.kovali, M.squamae, M.tauricus, M.rutili and M.osmaniae. J.
Fac. Vet. Med. Univ. Tehran. 58, 4:329-334, 2003.

Key words: Barboid fishes, Myxobolus, Caspian sea, Iran.
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